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Challenging 
Minds

Inspiring 
Purpose

Exploring 
Possibilities

Our Vision
San Diego Jewish Academy is shaping the foundation 

of future thinkers, creators, and community leaders  

by blending modern education with greater purpose 

and meaning.

Our Mission
Our mission is to further Academic Excellence,  

Social Responsibility, and Active Jewish Living.

Our Values
Menschlichkeit, Torah, Avodah,  

Gemilut Hasadim/Tzedakah, Klal Yisrael,  

Ahavat Adonai, Israel 
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A Special Message 
From Our Leadership

Dear Friends,

Forty years of anything doesn’t just 

happen. Building, sustaining, growing 

something for forty years is a labor of 

love. San Diego Jewish Academy is 

exactly that for all of us who have 

been, and are, a part of this journey.

And what a journey it’s been! Over 

multiple campuses, helmed by so 

many dedicated and talented lay and 

professional leaders, amid countless 

celebrations, innovations, and special 

moments of achievements, SDJA has 

created an indelible legacy here in 

San Diego—and beyond.

Nothing is more representative of 

our values, our spirit, than the 

ceremony we hold every year on the 

last day of school. As a community, 

we join together as students literally 

rise up to the next step. We are there 

to celebrate, to support all that those 

students have accomplished and all 

that we hope they will. 

Our graduates go into the world as 

leaders and changemakers for good. 

They embody Jewish values—caring 

for others, living in community, keeping 

traditions alive while also taking risks, 

and charting a path for a better world. 

We are a community committed to 

each other and to helping every 

single student and family fi nd their 

path to success, to meaning, and 

to a purpose-fi lled life.  In one way 

or another, all of us are part of this 

special story.

Thank you for being part of this 

journey. SDJA is poised to go from 

strength to strength because of those 

who did the heavy lifting before us, 

and those who we know will do so in 

the future. But in the present, we say 

“todah rabah,” “thank you,” for all 

you do today. 

Here’s to another 
40 years and more!

CHAIM HELLER
HEAD OF SCHOOL
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People always seem surprised that I would take on the role of board president 

after all three of my kids graduated, and my response is always the same:  

having seen personally what SDJA has done for my family, I am inspired to do 

everything I can to ensure that SDJA goes from strength to strength at this  

critical point in our history.  

I believe that SDJA, as a pluralistic community day school, is already one of 

San Diego’s most important Jewish institutions, and that its centrality will only 

grow as new generations search for meaningful connections to Jewish life and 

community for their children and their families. We are key to a vibrant, thriving 

Jewish community because we are a welcoming and valuable place for Jews 

from all walks of life.

As we begin our fortieth year, I feel enormous gratitude to the families who, so 

many years ago, began the work of creating this school and this family. And  

today, the Our Family is One Campaign has built an incredible foundation to 

propel us into bright future, with outstanding academics, a campus without 

equal in San Diego, and a caring, connected community that nurtures every 

child in an atmosphere steeped in Jewish history, tradition and values. 

As I reflect on my years as board president, I am heartened by what our  

community has created, expanded, and impacted—as a family. This thriving 

community premised on Jewish values is a result of the labor of love it is for all  

of us. Over the last few years, through the e�orts of all involved in the Our Family 

is One Campaign, we have lived out the midrashic teaching in Deuteronomy 

Rabbah 1:21 that “a community is too heavy to carry alone.” SDJA has been 

elevated to unprecedented heights and the future is unfolding before us. Every 

day our students learn and play in the mix of friends and supportive teachers, 

they engage in experiential learning in our garden, critical thinking in the Center 

for Innovation and Entrepreneurial Thinking, and thoughtful wrestling with Jewish 

values, ethics, rituals, and traditions.

It is a profound privilege to be a part of this remarkable story that is SDJA. 

Our growth and the impact we’ve had on families is because SDJA delivers an 

excellent general and Jewish education, and we embody Jewish values. At 40 

years, we can say that SDJA truly does connect one generation to another. Our 

legacy has been built year after year, o�ering a singular, pluralistic Jewish day 

school experience that has influenced the lives of our students, their families 

and our community. Mazal tov on 40 years and may we go from strength to 

greater strength!

RABBI YAEL RIDBERG
IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD PRESIDENT

HEIDI GANTWERK
CURRENT BOARD PRESIDENT

Here’s to another  
40 years and more!
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 Financial Overview / 2018-19

Expenses

65+17+17+1+E 65% Educational Program Expenses:  $10,423,847

17% Tuition Assistance + Discounts:  $3,048,989

17%  Facilities + Administration:  $2,842,407

1% Reserves for Future Use:  $131,352

Revenue

84+2+14+E 84% Tuition + Student Fees:  $13,784,055

14% Cash Gifts + Contributions:  $2,337,914

2% Other Income:  $324,626
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Total Donors

395

First-Time Donors

99

Increase in  

Donor Upgrades

42%

Donor Participation

FY 16/17

FY 17/18

FY 18/19 85% 100% 33% 15%

84% 94% 24% 14%

74% 100% 17% 20%

Parents Trustees Grandparents Parents  
of Alumni

Total Support

FY 16/17 $1,583,149.20

$2,565,518.16FY 17/18

FY 18/19 $15,555,202.54

*15M raised to support the Our Family is One Campaign
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Because of your 
partnership and 
dedication to 
SDJA’s mission…

100 new students
SDJA welcomed over 100 new students 
for the 2019/20 academic year.

600 total students
SDJA currently has the highest enrollment in 
a decade with nearly 600 total students.

80% + 80%
80% of our alumni are currently involved in their local 
Jewish communities,  with over 80% currently holding 
a leadership position of some kind.

Third kindergarten class
For the fi rst time in several years, SDJA has opened 
a third kindergarten class.

San Diego Jewish Academy has been 

a pillar in our community for 40 years. 

From its humble beginnings as a 

small elementary school in San Carlos 

serving 94 students, to today — a 

52-acre campus in Carmel Valley 

serving nearly 600 preschool through 

12th grade students — SDJA has 

made profound impacts on its 

community and on the lives of 

hundreds of its students. 

Throughout SDJA’s history of growth 

and transformation, our school has 

always remained committed to the 

same crucial mission:  ensuring our 

students have access to a world-

class education, and inspiring them 

to be socially responsible citizens 

rooted in Jewish values. Our 

alumni are innovators, advocates, 

and change-makers passionate 

about the world and those around 

them. This impact — SDJA’s 40-year 

legacy — is only possible because 

of the leaders who made it so. Here’s 

to each of you — our founders, past 

Board Presidents, long-time faculty 

and sta� , and community members. 

Thank you all for your many years of 

leadership, partnership and support 

that has led us to this incredible 

milestone in our history.  

Finally, thank you to each and every 

one of you who supported the Our 

Family Is One Campaign. With your 

gift, you have not only safeguarded 

SDJA’s legacy, but have become our 

champions now paving the way for 

our next 40 years. 

Gratefully,

RACHELLE B. JAGOLINZER
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT 

Years of Impact
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5% increase in student
percentile ranks
The average student percentile rank for grades 1-5  

rose by 5% in just one year thanks to the substantial  

increases in professional development for our faculty.

Breaking ground this year
SDJA will be breaking ground on a state-of-the-art Center 

for Innovation and Entrepreneurial Thinking this year, which 

will provide more opportunities in technological innovation 

and entrepreneurialism for our students.

Dozens of new programs
SDJA’s Jewish life program has grown substantially with 

dozens of new programs added for students, parents 

and the greater community.

Blue Ribbon Award
SDJA’s Golda Meir Lower School received the prestigious 

2018 National Blue Ribbon Award, and was the only  

Jewish school in the country to receive this distinction 

this year.
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A Visual History
of San Diego
Jewish Academy

1979 - 2019





HEADS OF SCHOOL: 

Michael Halzel 1979 – 1985

Robert Sherman 1985 – 1992

Michael Kessel 1992 – 1999

Larry Acheatel 1999 – 2012

Chaim Heller 2012 – 2020

1979 
Due to the dedication and commitment of 
Charles and Randi Wax, SDJA is founded 
and opens its fi rst campus in San Carlos, CA 
serving 94 elementary school students.

2003
SDJA graduates its fi rst-ever 

high school senior class.

2006 
Butterfl y Project begins.

2011
SDJA expands its program 

and opens a preschool.

1981
SDJA graduates its 
fi rst fi fth-grade class.

1982 
SDJA opens new La Jolla campus thanks to 
the generosity of Lee & Alma Brukman, Robert 
Caplan, The Feldman Family, Julian & Jenny 
Josephson, Selwyn & Barbara Klein, 
M. Larry Lawrence z”l, Michael & Ilana 
Silverman, The Smiedt Family, Rod & Gloria 
Stone, and Samuel & Mary Vener.



PAST BOARD PRESIDENTS:

Charles Wax 

Allen Jay z’’l 

John Adler 

Michael Silverman 

Michael Schwartz 

Natan Bacht 

Ruben Rosenthal  

Julian Josephson  

Sharon Davidson 

Norman Lurie  

Avrille Copans  

Mark Berger 

Claire Ellman 

1979 – 1981

1981 – 1982

1982 – 1983

1983 – 1984 

1984 – 1985 

1984 – 1985

1985 – 1986 

1985 – 1987 

1986 – 1988

1986 – 1988 

1987 – 1989 

1989 – 1991

1991 – 1993

Harold Krasner   

Rhona Fink 

Ann Ja� e 

Daniel Shino�   

Alan Viterbi  

Renee Sherman  

Leo Spiegel   

Bev Pamensky  

Roberto Jinich  

Shari Schenk   

Ingram Losner   

Theresa Dupuis 

Rabbi Yael Ridberg

1993 – 1995  

1995 – 1997

1997 – 1999

1999 – 2001 

2001 – 2003 

2003 – 2005 

2005 – 2007  

2007 – 2009 

2009 – 2011  

2011 – 2013  

2013 – 2015  

2015 – 2017

2017 – 2019

2000 
Carmel Valley campus open its doors.

2016
SDJA celebrates its 36-year anniversary.

2018
SDJA’s Golda Meir Lower School is awarded 
the prestigious National Blue Ribbon Award.

2019
Today, SDJA serves nearly 600 preschool 

through 12th grade students and is the 
largest Jewish day school in San Diego.

1990
SDJA expands its program to middle 
school students. 

1999 
Thanks to the incredible leadership of Richard 
& Ann Ja� e and the Viterbi Family, and with the 
support of our community, SDJA breaks ground 
on its new 52-acre campus in Carmel Valley and 
expands its program to high school students.
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Guardians / $2,000,000+

Anonymous

The Galicot Family

The Ja�e Family

Neil and Trish Shaw

Benefactors / $499,999-$250,000

Dan and Jaime Feder

David and Melissa Gilbert

Benjamin and Trisha Handler

The Josephson and Silberstein Family 

The Klein Family

The Michan and Krongold Family 

The Woolf and Grusd Family

Pillars / $249,999-$100,000

Anonymous (2)

The Feldman Family 

Elliot and Diane Feuerstein

Robert and Jessica Fink

Laura Galinson and Jodi Diamond

Dustin and Tara Gillman

Lee and Amy Goodman

Stuart and Lee Posnock 

Elliot Scott and Lee Diamond Scott

Barry Simons

Leaders / $99,999-$50,000

Marsha Berkson

The Cohn Family

Avrille Copans

Brett and Carly Feuerstein

Chaim and Michal Heller

Gary Kornfeld and Theresa Dupuis

Gary and Cheryl Levitt

Carlos and Perla Shteremberg

The Smiedt Family

Simon and Laura Vainer

Charles and Randi Wax

Eric Weisman and  

   Susan Chortek-Weisman

Ambassadors / $49,999-$25,000

Anonymous (2)

Michel and Samantha Cohen

David and Claire Ellman

Jonathan and Carol Goldwasser

Shira Ladelsky

Steven and Nicole Ludwig

Champions / $24,999-$10,000

Leonel Burrola and Innesa Zavulunova

Skip and Terri Carpowich

Raymond and Rhona Fink

Rabbi Philip Graubart and 

   Rabbi Susan Freeman

Katherine Green

Ricardo and Daniela Jinich

Steven and Audrey Levine

Ingram Losner and Jane Willoughby

Navias Family Foundation

Rabbi Yael Ridberg and Mark Laska

Abraham and Ana Rothman

Eric Vann and Karin Zell

Richard and Nancie Vann

Jose and Sonia Zyman

Builders / $9,999-$5,000

David and Melody Abeles

Sergio and Ariela Berkstein

Jaime and Karen Breziner

Isaac Engel and Ruth Schwartz

Ira and Andrea Feinswog

John and Roberta Foss

David-Alexandre and Kelly Gros

Charles and Rachelle Jagolinzer

Christopher and Kelley King

Andrei and Oxana Litvak

Scott Penner and 

   Rebecca Rakow-Penner

Gary and Sharon Pollak

Je�rey and Jessica Pollak

Michael and Jill Quigley

Robert Shapiro and Jacqueline Saleh

Steve and Danielle Shulman

Daniel and Stacy Varon

Partners / $4,999-$1,000

Anonymous (3)

Noam and Heidi Arzt

Clarice Barrelet

Rebeca and Roberto Besquin

Shaun and Keri Copans

Paul and Julie Datnow

Joel and Barbi Dorfan

Shaun and Yael Edelstein

Cheryl Eisen

Paul Ellenbogen

Tsvi Estline

Judith Fisher

Julius and Perla Fox

Chock Gan and Su-Lin Low

Paula and Jose Garber

Mauricio and Silvia Gerson

Mark and Hanna Gleiberman

Joe and Joan Gross

Nadav and Gabrielle Hazan

Selwyn and Hilary Isakow

Michael and Laura Jeser

Sergio and Sonya Jinich

Alice Kahn

Bernardo and Maya Kanarek

Julian and Julia Kapchinskiy

Harold and Joy Krasner

Rabbi Martin and Anita Lawson

Saul Levine and Ann Garland

William and Shana Lew

Larry and Trisha Liebermensch

Morris z’’l and Zita Liebermensch

LPA, Design Studios

Spencer and Betzy Lynch

David and Felicia Mandelbaum

Justin and Alison Mandelbaum

Esther Mareyna

Andy Mayer and Heidi Gantwerk

Daniel and Vicky Mayer

Martin and Beverley Pamensky

Eduardo and Ilana Podolsky

Our Family is One 
Supporters
Thank you to all of our donors who made the Our Family Is One  

Campaign possible. SDJA’s incredible growth and bright future is  

because of your leadership and support.
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Matthew and Lindy Rinkey

Adam Rosenthal and  

   Jami Datnow Rosenthal

Sonny and Sue Ross

Bret and Amy Scher

Dan and Carol Schwarzblat

Brian and Sheila Shaw

Susan Shmalo

Nathan and Susie Shteremberg

Boris Simpser

Jodi and Logan Smith

Lyle and Ronyt Sprung

Sam and Sue Varon

Daniel and Lee Weinstein

Melissa Wells

John and Billie Jean Wirth

Perri Wittgrove

Enrique and Eva Zagursky

Fanrong Zeng and Yuehua Li

Friends / $999 and under

Anonymous

Gil and Shani Abed

Ayal and Gvira Abed

Sigmund and Rochelle Abeles

Gary and Negin Abenaim

Bruce and Julie Abrams

Yaakov and Vivian Abu

Eyal Abudi and Yael Zucker-Abudi

Larry and Janet Acheatel

Micki and Ilana Acks

Stephanie Adams

Benjamin and Seanha Adelstein

Robert and Miriam Adelstein

Daniel and Tamra Amiram

Aviva Angel

Jerome and Beverly Auerbach

Yoram and Shifra Baltinester

Jane Banning

The Bank of America  

   Charitable Foundation

Dana Bar

Oren and Diana Barforough

Paul and Aurora Bensussen

Liad Biton and Tanaz Kahen-Biton

Andrew and Allison Blackburn

The Bolker-Rizzi Family

Michelle Boynton

Paula Brannon

Harvey and Anne Brenner

Marshall and Kelly Brenner

Parker Bush

Alberto and Nancy Calderon

Enrique and Mina Cohen

Jack Cohen

Joshua and Lyda Cohen

Yoram and Avigaeil Cohen

Tommy Collins and Ihan Anita Ip

Brian and Merle Datnow

Stuart and Sharon Davidson

Lily Deveau

David and Jackie Diamond

Eva-Lynn Diesenhaus

Michael and Lauren Dolinka

Ricardo and Gabriela Dondisch

Keren Douek

Steven and Ruth Douek

Patricia Douglas

Richard and Lauren Dupuis

Dale and Sandra Elledge

Luis and Heidi Epelstein

Raul Esses Cohen and  

   Lia Ismaj Morgenstern

John Evans and Ronnee Schreiber

Andreas and Anna Falkiewicz

Douglas and Whitney Feinstein

Jean Feinstein

Fred and Marilyn Feldman

Shelley Feltman

Gloria Finkelstein

Howard and Shirley First

Marilyn and Len Fishman

Noel and Miriam Fishman

Shirley Foucher

Julian and Beryl Frank

Miron and Arlene Friedman

Eduardo and Karen Frischwasser

Lois and Gus Garcia

David and Carolina Garber

Sean and Wendy Gelt

Gary and Debbi Gillman

Jeremy and Sarah Gimbel

Kenneth and Joanne Gimbel

Jose and Ilana Gold

Edward and Lana Goldberg

Stacey Goldblatt

Ofir and Ayelet Gonen

Julie Good

Dolores Goodman

Andrew and Denise Gordon

Grand Classroom

Jeremy and Jennifer Grolman

David and Sandra Gutglass

Ricky Harel

Uri and Hagar Hazan

Aaron and Brianne Hewitson

Danielle Heyde

Christopher Hill and Polly Ronquillo

Ari and Alexandra Hirschhorn

Daniella Hofreiter

David and Arlene Hubbard

Aaron and Lindsey Hurvitz

David Isaacs

Laura Jacobs

Barbara Jagolinzer

Kathy Johnson

David and Inna Judelson

Jennifer Kagnoff

Steven Kahn and Rachel Selk

Sara and Izhak Kaminski

Arturo and Alexis Kassel

Javier and Hanu Kassel

Gary Kelsey and Andrea Winters

Helane Kelman

Sol and Debbie Kempinski

Ruslan Kipnis and  

   Elizaveta Solovyeva

Yariv Kohn and Risa Levitt Kohn

Rabbi David and Debbie Kornberg

Milijan and Leah Krecu

Casey Kroll

Idonna Kruger

Bill and Carrie Land

Howard and Cheryl Langman

Maggie LaPlante

Roland and Pauline Lariviere

Mark and Lorna Lavine

Michael Ledovskikh and  

   Larisa Kagan

Yosi and Hilda Leisorek

Eric and Teresa Leitstein

Dmitri and Irene Lerner

Jaime Levine and  

   Karin Rashcovsky Schiff

Roberto and Julie Levin
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Marcos and Debora Levy

Deena Libman

Joshua and Kaley Lichtman

Mitchel and Florence Lichtman

Salvador and Monica Lombroso

Andrew Lowy and 

   Haydee Ojeda-Fournier

Ilana Lupa

Doron and Suki Lurie

Candace Manor

Clinton and Andy Marcus

Jerome and Marlene Markus

Brett and Jade Marx

Mishel Matloubian

Bonnie and Gabriel Mauser

Adam McCurdy and Shira Jacobs

Wayne and Mandi Meyerowitz

Zachary and Jennifer Millrood

Harvey Miller and Karen Berliner

Moises and Tammy Mizrachi

Alberto Moel and Tania Dubin Moel

Arie and Naomi Moshkovitz

Suzie Moss-High and Ron High

Marc and Ana Muroff 

Pamela Nathan

Ron and Liora Newfi eld

Eugene z’’l and Suzanne Newman

Jose and Teisha Oldak

Shelly Olsher

Gary Oren

Sheldon and Barbara Ostroff 

Robert and Maggie Ovadia

Marcy and Allan Palansky

Hedda and William Panzer

Alain and Orly Perez

Valeri and Victoria Polyak

Sheryl Rabinowitz

Michael and Danielle Rakow

Guy and Ashley Ravid

Ben and Liz Regev

Flossie and Tony Riesner

Rabbi Baruch and Carina Rock

Antonio and Yulia Rosas

Jay and Rimma Rosenberg

Leonard and Kathleen Rosen

Ephron Rosenzweig 

   and Yvonne Webber

Steven and Carole Ross

Eugene Roytman

Grigoriy and Yelena Rozenfeld

Gideon and Jordanna Rubin

Karen Rubin

Marc and Tamara Rubenzik

Vivienne Saleh

Vilma Schafer

Kristine Schneid

Scott and Alicia Schoenwald

Jeff  and Adrienne Schwartz

Marcia Selz

Estee Sery

Gil Sery

Dianne Shapp

Mark and Renee Sherman

Harry and Valerie Shoshani

Rabbi Ron and Robin Shulman

Gideon and Lidor Shuster

Sharon Simmonds

Martin Sloane

Milton and Marcia Solomon

Ira and Linda Spilky

Ellen Statman

Brandon and Mei Steele

Kevin and Lynn Swartzberg

Kirsty Tan

Shiri Tenenbaum

Ruth Tepperman

William and Michelle Tiep

Jonathan and Andi Toker

Frieda Varon

Joshua and Eva Veinbergs

Beth and Alan Vertun

Jennifer Walker and 

   Marla Goodman

Dick and Charrie Warshaw

Sherry Weinblatt

Jeff rey and Yu Weinstein

Jason and Marni Weiss

Gerry and Esther Wellman

Ed Whitmore and 

   Linda Rosenberg

Douglas and Vicki Wolf

Sharleen Wollach

Ken and Christine Woodall

Edna Yedid

Sharone Yedid

Alex and Esti Yeshanov

Darren and Beryl Youngleson

Andrew and Nadene Zack

Dan and Rachel z’’l Zagursky

Moshe and Bonnie Zakarin

Howard and Linda Zell

Lion’s 
Society
San Diego Jewish Academy’s Lion’s 

Society was established to recognize 

our generous donors and their annual 

contributions made during the 2018-19 

year. All gift levels below are based 

on the annual portion of multi-year 

commitments, including Our Family is 

One Campaign pledge commitments.

MITZVAH CIRCLE                         
The Mitzvah Circle recognizes the 

Lion’s Society members who made 

annual gifts of $5K or more. 

$1M+

Anonymous

The Jaff e Family

Neil and Patricia Shaw

$500,000+

The Galicot Family 

$250,000+

The Josephson and Silberstein Family 

$100,000+

Benjamin and Trisha Handler

Stuart and Lee Posnock 

Elliot Scott and Lee Diamond Scott
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$50,000+

Marsha Berkson

Elaine Chortek

Dan and Jaime Feder

David and Melissa Gilbert

Lee and Amy Goodman

The Woolf and Grusd Family 

The Klein Family

$36,000+

Elliot and Diane Feuerstein

Laura Galinson and Jodi Diamond

$18,000+

Anonymous

Michel and Samantha Cohen

Brett and Carly Feuerstein

Robert and Jessica Fink

Dustin and Tara Gillman

Gary Kornfeld and Theresa Dupuis

The Michan and Krongold Family 

Barry Simons

Charles and Randi Wax

$10,000+

The Cohn Family

Avrille Copans

David and Claire Ellman

Rabbi Philip Graubart and  

   Rabbi Susan Freeman

Katherine Green

Chaim and Michal Heller

Jewish Federation of SDC

Gary and Cheryl Levitt

Navias Family Foundation

Abraham and Ana Rothman

Carlos and Perla Shteremberg

The Smiedt Family

Simon and Laura Vainer

Eric Weisman and  

   Susan Chortek-Weisman

Jose and Sonia Zyman

$5,000+

Anonymous

David and Melody Abeles

Isaac Engel and Ruth Schwartz

Ira and Andrea Feinswog

David-Alexandre and Kelly Gros

Shira Ladelsky

Andrei and Oxana Litvak

Elias and Charlotte Mizrahi

Harold and Shirley Pidgeon

Shapinko International Inc.

Robert and Mao Shillman

Mort Vogelson z”l Endowment  

   for the San Diego Community

Chai Circle                               
The Chai Circle recognizes the Lion’s  

Society members who made annual  

gifts of $1,800-$4,999. 

$1,800+

Anonymous

Noam and Heidi Arzt

Roberto and Rebeca Besquin

Skip and Terri Carpowich

Tsvi Estline

Raymond and Rhona Fink

Judith Fisher

John and Roberta Foss

Jose and Paula Garber

Alice Kahn

Bernardo and Maya Kanarek

Legacy Heritage Fund Limited

William and Shana Lew

LPA, Design Studios

David and Felicia Mandelbaum

Jorge and Esther Mareyna

Daniel and Vicky Mayer

Matthew and Lindy Rinkey

Adam Rosenthal and  

   Jami Datnow Rosenthal

Nathan and Susie Shteremberg

Eric Vann and Karin Zell

Richard and Nancie Vann

Daniel and Stacy Varon

Westside Veterinary Innovation, LLC

Perri Wittgrove

Enrique and Eva Zagursky

Tzedakah Circle                  
The Tzedakah Circle recognizes the  

Lion’s Society members who made  

annual gifts of $360-$1,799. 

$1,000+

Anonymous

Clarice Barrelet

Paul and Julie Datnow

Shaun and Yael Edelstein

Paul Ellenbogen

FIRST

Julius and Perla Fox

Chock Gan and Su-Lin Low

Mauricio and Silvia Gerson

Mark and Hanna Gleiberman

Joe and Joan Gross

Nadav and Gabrielle Hazan

Selwyn and Hilary Isakow

Charles and Rachelle Jagolinzer

Michael and Laura Jeser

Ricardo and Daniela Jinich

Sergio and Sonya Jinich

Julian and Julia Kapchinskiy

Christopher and Kelley King

Rabbi Martin and Anita Lawson

Saul Levine and Ann Garland

Morris z’’l and Zita Liebermensch

Justin and Alison Mandelbaum

Martin and Beverley Pamensky

Gary and Sharon Pollak

Michael and Jill Quigley

Sonny and Sue Ross

Anthony and Ellen Sacks

Bret and Amy Scher

Robert Shapiro and  

   Jacqueline Saleh

Brian and Sheila Shaw

Susan Shmalo

Steve and Danielle Shulman

Boris Simpser

Logan and Jodi Smith

Sam and Sue Varon

John and Billie Jean Wirth

Fanrong Zeng and Yuehua Li

$500+

Larry and Janet Acheatel

The Bank of America  

   Charitable Foundation

Jane Banning

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Harvey and Anne Brenner

Jaime and Karen Breziner

Alberto and Nancy Calderon

Joshua and Lyda Cohen
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Stuart and Sharon Davidson

Steven and Ruth Douek

Patricia Douglas

Cheryl Eisen

Fred and Marilyn Feldman

Noel and Miriam Fishman

Ron High and Suzie Moss-High

Ari and Alexandra Hirschhorn

Aaron and Lindsey Hurvitz

Jennifer Kagnoff 

Javier and Hanu Kassel

Harold and Joy Krasner

Bill and Carrie Land

Marcos and Debora Levy

Mitchel and Florence Lichtman

Larry and Trisha Liebermensch

Doron and Suki Lurie

Andy Mayer and Heidi Gantwerk

Zachary and Jennifer Millrood

Jose and Teisha Oldak

Shelly Olsher

Jeff rey and Jessica Pollak

Rabbi Yael Ridberg and Mark Laska

Steven and Carole Ross

Grigoriy and Yelena Rozenfeld

Vivienne Saleh

Jeff  and Adrienne Schwartz

Dan and Carol Schwarzblat

Rabbi Ron and Robin Shulman

Martin Sloane

Lyle and Ronyt Sprung

Douglas and Vicki Wolf

Darren and Beryl Youngleson

$360+

Yaakov and Vivian Abu

Sergio and Ariela Berkstein

Brian and Merle Datnow

David and Jackie Diamond

Ricardo and Gabriela Dondisch

Luis and Heidi Epelstein

Julian and Beryl Frank

Eduardo and Karen Frischwasser

David and Carolina Garber

Jose and Ilana Gold

Aaron and Brianne Hewitson

Jewish Community Foundation

Andrew Lowy and 

   Haydee Ojeda-Fournier

Gabriel and Bonnie Mauser

Wayne and Mandi Meyerowitz

Moises and Tammy Mizrachi

Marc and Ana Muroff 

Scott Penner and 

   Rebecca Rakow-Penner

Marcia Selz

Milton and Marcia Solomon

Jonathan and Andi Toker

Jennifer Walker and Marla Goodman

Jeff rey and Yu Weinstein

Sharleen Wollach

Ken and Christine Woodall

Ricky and Susan Wu

SDJA wishes to acknowledge all of 

our donors who have made annual 

gifts below $360. 

Anonymous (3)

Gil and Shani Abed

Ayal and Gvira Abed

Sigmund and Rochelle Abeles

Gary and Negin Abenaim

Bruce and Julie Abrams

Dan and Barbara Abramson

Eyal Abudi and Yael Zucker-Abudi

Micki and Ilana Acks

Stephanie Adams

Benjamin and Seanha Adelstein

Robert and Miriam Adelstein

Daniel and Tamra Amiram

Aviva Angel

Jerome and Beverly Auerbach

Yoram and Shifra Baltinester

Dana Bar

Oren and Diana Barforough

Paul and Aurora Bensussen

Mark Berger and Jackie Tolley

Liad Biton and Tanaz Kahen-Biton

Andrew and Allison Blackburn

The Bolker-Rizzi Family

Michelle Boynton

Paula Brannon

Marshall and Kelly Brenner

Parker Bush

Jack Cohen

Enrique and Mina Cohen

Marcos and Jackeline Cohen

Yoram and Avigaeil Cohen

Tommy Collins and Ihan Anita Ip

Shaun and Keri Copans

Lily Deveau

Perry and Michelle Diamond

Eva-Lynn Diesenhaus

Michael and Lauren Dolinka

Joel and Barbi Dorfan

Keren Douek

Richard and Lauren Dupuis

Dale and Sandra Elledge

Raul Esses Cohen and 

   Lia Ismaj Morgenstern

Ofer and Elizabeth Estline

John Evans and Ronnee Schreiber

Andreas and Anna Falkiewicz

Jean Feinstein

Douglas and Whitney Feinstein

Shelley Feltman

Gloria Finkelstein

Howard and Shirley First

Len and Marilyn Fishman

Shirley Foucher

Miron and Arlene Friedman

Sidney and Paulette Friedman

Lois and Gus Garcia

Sean and Wendy Gelt

Gary and Debbi Gillman

Jeremy and Sarah Gimbel

Kenneth and Joanne Gimbel

Ayelet Gneezy

Edward and Lana Goldberg

Stacey Goldblatt
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Ofi r and Ayelet Gonen

Julie Good

Dolores Goodman

Andrew and Denise Gordon

Grand Classroom

Jeremy and Jennifer Grolman

Ron Gurwitz and Adina Gerson-Gurwitz

David and Sandra Gutglass

Ricky Harel

Uri and Hagar Hazan

Danielle Heyde

Christopher Hill and Polly Ronquillo

Daniella Hofreiter

David and Arlene Hubbard

International Education 

   Management Group, Inc.

David Isaacs

Laura Jacobs

Barbara Jagolinzer

Allen z’’l and Ricky Jay

Kathy Johnson

David and Inna Judelson

Steven Kahn and Rachel Selk

Izhak and Sara Kaminski

Elyse Karver-Christenson

Arturo and Alexis Kassel

Helane Kelman

Gary Kelsey and Andrea Winters

Sol and Debbie Kempinski

Ruslan Kipnis and Elizaveta Solovyeva

Yariv Kohn and Risa Levitt Kohn

Rabbi David and Debbie Kornberg

Milijan and Leah Krecu

Casey Kroll

Idonna Kruger

Howard and Cheryl Langman

Maggie LaPlante

Roland and Pauline Lariviere

Mark and Lorna Lavine

Michael Ledovskikh and Larisa Kagan

Yosi and Hilda Leisorek

Eric and Teresa Leitstein

John and Paige Lepage

Dmitri and Irene Lerner

Roberto and Julie Levin

Eleanor Levine

Jaime Levine and 

   Karin Rashcovsky Schiff 

Joshua and Kaley Lichtman

Salvador and Monica Lombroso

Ilana Lupa

Gary and Masha Lyasch

Spencer and Betzy Lynch

Candace Manor

Clinton and Andy Marcus

Jerome and Marlene Markus

Brett and Jade Marx

Mishel Matloubian

Adam McCurdy and Shira Jacobs

Michele Melden

Harvey Miller and Karen Berliner

Mark and Sara Miller

Alberto Moel and Tania Dubin Moel

Arie and Naomi Moshkovitz

Elias and Alicia Moya

Pamela Nathan

Network for Good

Charles and Sally Neustadt

Ron and Liora Newfi eld

Eugene z’’l and Suzanne Newman

Gary Oren

Sheldon and Barbara Ostroff 

Robert and Maggie Ovadia

Allan and Marcy Palansky

Hedda and William Panzer

Alain and Orly Perez

Valeri and Victoria Polyak

Sheryl Rabinowitz

Michael and Danielle Rakow

Guy and Ashley Ravid

Ben and Liz Regev

Tony and Flossie Riesner

Chuck and Rollye Rinkey

Rabbi Baruch and Carina Rock

Antonio and Yulia Rosas

Leonard and Kathleen Rosen

Jay and Rimma Rosenberg

Ruben and Fanny Rosental

Ephron Rosenzweig 

   and Yvonne Webber

Eugene Roytman

Marc and Tamara Rubenzik

Gideon and Jordanna Rubin

Karen Rubin

Yahav and Noa Sanoff 

Vilma Schafer

Kristine Schneid

Scott and Alicia Schoenwald

Estee Sery

Gil Sery

Dianne Shapp

Mark and Renee Sherman

Harry and Valerie Shoshani

Gideon and Lidor Shuster

Sharon Simmonds

Ira and Linda Spilky

Ellen Statman

Brandon and Mei Steele

Ellen Steinberg

Kevin and Lynn Swartzberg

Daniel and Susie Talman

Kirsty Tan

Shiri Tenenbaum

Ruth Tepperman

William and Michelle Tiep

Jerry and Beverly Turchin

Frieda Varon

Joshua and Eva Veinbergs

Alan and Beth Vertun

Dick and Charrie Warshaw

Sherry Weinblatt

Daniel and Lee Weinstein

Jason and Marni Weiss

Gerry and Esther Wellman

Melissa Wells

Ed Whitmore and 

   Linda Rosenberg

Edna Yedid

Sharone Yedid

Alex and Esti Yeshanov

Andrew and Nadene Zack

Dan and Rachel z’’l Zagursky

Moshe and Bonnie Zakarin

Howard and Linda Zell
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Anonymous (3)

Gil and Shani Abed

David and Melody Abeles

Eyal Abudi and Yael Zucker-Abudi

Micki and Ilana Acks

Noam and Heidi Arzt

Sergio and Ariela Berkstein

Liad Biton and Tanaz Kahen-Biton

Andrew and Allison Blackburn

Skip and Terri Carpowich

Elaine Chortek

Enrique and Mina Cohen

Tommy Collins and Ihan Anita Ip

Avrille Copans

Paul and Julie Datnow

Eva-Lynn Diesenhaus

Michael and Lauren Dolinka

Ricardo and Gabriela Dondisch

Steven and Ruth Douek

Shaun and Yael Edelstein

Cheryl Eisen

Dale and Sandra Elledge

David and Claire Ellman

Tsvi Estline

Jewish Federation of SDC

Douglas and Whitney Feinstein

Jean Feinstein

The Feldman Family 

Shelley Feltman

Laura Galinson and Jodi Diamond

Jewish Community Foundation

Julius and Perla Fox

Julian and Beryl Frank

The Galicot Family

David and Melissa Gilbert

Jose and Ilana Gold

Jonathan and Carol Goldwasser

Errol Grolman z’’l and  

   Penny Chaskelson

Benjamin and Trisha Handler

Ricky Harel

Chaim and Michel Heller

Danielle Heyde

Christopher Hill and Polly Ronquillo

The Jaffe Family

Roberto and Karen Jinich

Ricardo and Daniela Jinich

The Josephson and Silberstein Family 

Steven Kahn and Rachel Selk

Julian and Julia Kapchinskiy

Sol and Debbie Kempinski

Christopher and Kelley King

The Klein Family

Gary Kornfeld and Theresa Dupuis

Harold and Joy Krasner

Shira Ladelsky

Bill and Carrie Land

Dmitri and Irene Lerner

Roberto and Julie Levin

Steven and Audrey Levine

Gary and Cheryl Levitt

Morris z’’l and Zita Liebermensch

Gary and Masha Lyasch

Jerome and Marlene Markus

Andy Mayer and Heidi Gantwerk

Elias and Charlotte Mizrahi

Elias and Alicia Moya

Marc and Ana Muroff

Ron and Liora Newfield

Eugene z’’l and Suzanne Newman

Martin and Beverley Pamensky

Scott Penner and  

   Rebecca Rakow-Penner

Harold and Shirley Pidgeon

Michael and Jill Quigley

Sheryl Rabinowitz

Rabbi Yael Ridberg and Mark Laska

Steven and Carole Ross

Abraham and Ana Rothman

Kristine Schneid

Dan and Carol Schwarzblat

Elliot Scott and Lee Diamond Scott

Dianne Shapp

Sharon Simmonds

Kevin and Lynn Swartzberg

Simon and Laura Vainer

Eric Vann and Karin Zell

Alan & Caryn Viterbi and family 

Mort Vogelson z”l Endowment  

   for the San Diego Community

Daniel and Lee Weinstein

Eric Weisman and  

   Susan Chortek-Weisman

Gerry and Esther Wellman

Perri Wittgrove

The Woolf and Grusd Family

Ricky and Susan Wu

Sharone Yedid

Edna Yedid

Alex and Esti Yeshanov

Matmid/Loyalty Distinction
The Matmid/Loyalty distinction recognizes our loyal supporters who have made gifts to SDJA for five (5) or more consecutive years.
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Anonymous

David and Lesley Cohn

Avrille Copans

Tsvi Estline

Elliot and Diane Feuerstein

Julian and Jenny Josephson

Selwyn and Barbara Klein

Harold and Joy Krasner

David and Felicia Mandelbaum

Jorge and Esther Mareyna

Carlos and Esther Michan

Gary and Sharon Pollak

Nathan and Susie Shteremberg

Richard and Nancie Vann

Charles and Randi Wax

Bertie and Jackie Woolf

Enrique and Eva Zagursky

Jose and Sonia Zyman

Sabbim/
Grandparents 
Circle
SDJA’s Sabbim Society recognizes our  

generous grandparents who made an  

annual gift of $1,800 or more during the 

2018/19 year. 
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GIFTS OF BEQUEST

The list below recognizes our generous 

donors who have created a legacy at 

SDJA through a bequest gift. 

Anonymous

Cliff ord Acheatel z”l

Larry and Janet Acheatel

The Bolker-Rizzi Family

Jaime and Karen Breziner

Stuart z”l and Sharon Davidson

Jeff rey and Mardelle Davis

David and Claire Ellman

Franklin and Jean Gaylis

Amnon Gires and 

   Monica Handler Penner

Irving Gold z”l

Lucy Goldman

Albert and Sharon Goodman

Chaim and Michal Heller

Irving z”l and Eleanor Jaff e

Richard and Ann Jaff e

Julian and Jenny Josephson

Gary Kornfeld and Theresa Dupuis

Fanny Krasner Lebovits

William and Yvette Lechtner

Gary and Cheryl Levitt

Nathan z”l and Celia Levy

Deena Libman

Ingram Losner and Jane Willoughby

Taylor Lucas ‘06

Barbara Mandel

Carlos and Esther Michan

Michael and Marjorie Morrison

Martin and Beverley Pamensky

Howard and Laura Roselinsky

Gary Rotto

Howard and Diane Schachat

Frederick and Shari Schenk

Mark and Renee Sherman

The Spiegel Family

Jeanne Tayler

Tradonsky Family

Alan and Caryn Viterbi & Family 

Charles and Randi Wax

L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society
The L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society recognizes donors who have created their legacy at SDJA with a 

planned gift. Because of their support, SDJA is able to ensure that generations of students have 

access to a Jewish education for many years to come. 

NAMED ENDOWMENTS 

The list below recognizes our 

generous donors who have created 

a legacy at SDJA by establishing a 

named endowment. 

Marsha Berkson

Isaac and Alicia Calderon

Elaine Chortek

Allen and Meg Goldstein

The Kornfeld Family

Joseph and Sima Oppenheimer

Harold and Shirley Pidgeon

Robert and Mao Shillman

Mort Vogelson z”l 

Eric Weisman and 

   Susan Chortek-Weisman

L’DOR V’ DOR LEGACY COMMITTEE

Theresa Dupuis, Laura Galinson, Beverley Pamensky

SDJA would like to thank and recognize our L’Dor V’Dor Legacy 

Committee, Theresa Dupuis, Laura Galinson, and Beverley Pamensky, 

for their incredible leadership and dedication to this critical eff ort.

GIFTS TO EXISTING ENDOWMENTS 

The list below recognizes our generous 

donors who have made gifts of $5,000 

or more to existing named endowments.

Anonymous

Gregorio and Melissa Galicot

Rafael and Karla Galicot

Laura Galinson and Jodi Diamond

Gerald and Judy Handler

Hadassah and Beno Hirschbein z”l 

David and Luna Memun

Shearn z”l and Linda Platt

Cheryl Rattner Price

Abraham and Ana Rothman

Brett and Nicole Saloner

Lee and Bobbie Sperling

Steiman Family Trust

S. Mark Taper Foundation

Simon and Laura Vainer

Andrew and Erna z”l Viterbi
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Thank you to everyone 

who attended our 

2019 BLACK + WHITE SOIRÉE. 

Because of your support, we 

were able to reach our goal 

of $15M for the Our Family Is 

One Campaign!

A very special “thank you” to our incredible campaign and event chairs, 
without whom the success of the event and campaign would not have been possible: 

JONATHAN & CAROL GOLDWASSER  /  GARY KORNFELD & THERESA DUPUIS  /  DAVID & TAMARA KLEIN  /  GAVIN & SONIA MANDELBAUM  
RUSSELL & HEIDI SILBERSTEIN  /  RABBI YAEL RIDBERG, IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD PRESIDENT  /  DAN & JAIME FEDER, HONORARY COMMITTEE CHAIRS
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