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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dear SDJA Students and Families,

We are pleased to share with you the High School Program of Studies for the upcoming
2026.27 school year. This document is designed to inform students and families about the
diverse curricular o ferings available in the high school and to assist in choosing the most
engaging and appropriate academic program for the upcoming school year. Additionally, we
have included valuable information about the school’'s academic program and policies.

Choosing a course of study that is best for you requires thought and care. We encourage you
to read the program information carefully and discuss potential course options as a family.
Additionally, students are urged to read this material and to dialogue with teachers, department
chairs, the college counselor and the upper school leadership team as they ponder their future
academic program.

A balanced, engaging academic program that embraces diverse interests and promotes

a genuine love of learning is vital for long-term student well-being. While we encourage
challenge, we caution studients against overloading their schedule with too many advancd
courses while engaging in extracurricular activities, and trying to maintain personal health and
social relationships.

When considering your academic goals and program, please be sure to keep the
communications pathways open with family, and your upper school academic team.

Go Lions!

IVIWEISS

Head of School

11860 Carmel Creek Rd.(858) 704-3866 (858) 704-3761 (858) 704-3790
San Diego, CA 92130
(858) 704'3700 www.sdja.com




MISSION
SDJA empowers each student to learn for life, guided by Jewish values, and rooted in strength
of community.

ACCREDITATION

San Diego Jewish Academy (“SDJA") is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC) and the California Association of Independent Schools (CAIS). In 2021, SDJA
received a seven-year accreditation status, the highest awarded by WASC/CAIS.

VALUES OF AN SDJA EDUCATION
AVODAH
Prayer and other ritual mitzvot that connects us with our spirituality and God.

TORAH
Study, in the broadest sense of the word, that re ects Jewish values, history, and beliefs,
which are considered the foundation of all learning.

KLAL YISRAEL
Connectedness to one another, our family, and the Jewish people of Israel.

TZEDAKAH
Acts of kindness and righteousness towards our fellow human beings and supporting those in
need.

ISRAEL
The strong belief that Israel is both a homeland and State for the Jewish people.

MENSCHLICHKEIT
Acting in a fair and just manner and being compassionate towards other people.
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COURSE REGISTRATION

COURSE REGISTRATION

In the weeks leading up to the 2026.27 registration period, there will be dedicated time during high s chool
pod and speci ¢ grade-level academic advisory sessi ons for students to dialogue with teachers, departm ent
chairpersons and the school leadership. The schedul e for the advisory aspect of course registration is
communicated via email by the Dean of Academics.

Please note that all course selections are requests. Sta ng availability, facility/resource availabili ty, overall
student demand, and con icts with other courses may impact enrollment outcomes. Further, since not all
courses can be o fered every period, students must be prepared with alternative choices for courses in
case of scheduling conicts. All courses are contin gent upon su cient enrollment and sta ng availabi lity;
undersubscribed/understa fed courses may be cancele d for the year. While all e forts are made to enrol |
students in the courses they have requested, it is possible that some requests cannot be accommodated.

Changes to Academic Program: High School students have the option of altering their course program a ter
the fall term begins in August. Students can change their program by dropping and adding a course duri ng
the rst two weeks ( ve class meetings) of the seme  ster. Dropping a course ater the th class meetin g will
result in a notation on the transcript of “W” (with drawal).




GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

COURSE LOAD REQUIRED FOR SDJA UPPER SCHOOL STUDENTS

The minimum number of courses that an upper school s tudent must be registered for is 6 courses on

campus at SDJA each semester. The maximum number ofcourses an upper school student can register for i s
8 courses each semester. In addition, if a student fails a course in a program of 6 classes, the stude nt will be
de cient in necessary credits required to earn the SDJA diploma until failed coursework, per the approval of
the Dean of Academics, is remediated with a minimum grade of D-.

SDJA's graduation requirements meet or exceed University of California and California State University
admissions elegibilty requirements.

REQUIREMENTS

Co-Curricular - 1 program per year
Options: interscholastic athletic team, advanced mu sic, KabShab Band, robotics team, Moot Beit Din,
physical education classes, ISPE, Theater Production and/or Tech Team

Experiential Education - 3 years (grades 9-11 overni ght EXED Programs).

English - 4 years
Required courses: English 9, English 10 or English10 Honors, English 11 or AP Language and
Composition, English 12 - Literature or AP Literatue and Composition.

Fine Arts - 1 year
Required course can be in Visual or Performing Arts

History - 3 years
Required courses: Origins of Civilization, World History or AP World History, US History or AP US Hitory

Jewish Studies - 4 years
Required courses include: JS : Torah and Rabbinics , JS : Beyond Talmud — Ethics and Philosophy;,
11th Grade Elective course and Senior Seminar

Math - 3 years
Required courses: Algebra |, Geometry, Algebra Il

Science and Technology - 4 years
Required courses: Biology, 1 year of “Lab Science”, 1 year of “Technology”, 1 additional year of eithe r lab
science or technology. You must be enrolled in a sc ience or technology course each year of high school .

World Language - 2 years
Required: Same language in progression
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GRADING SCALE

Grade Percent Grade Percent
A 93.00 to 100.00 C 73.00 to 76.99
A- 90.00 to 92.99 C- 70.00 to 72.99
B+ 87.00 to 89.99 D+ 67.00 to 69.99
B 83.00 to 86.99 D 63.00 to 66.99
B- 80.00 to 82.99 D- 60.00 to 62.99
C+ 7700 to 79.99 F 00.00 to 59.99

HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM

For students seeking additional academic challenge, SDJA o fers 30 honors and Advanced Placement (AP)
courses across the academic departments. Honors cou rses are designed by the SDJA Upper School Faculty,
and AP courses are created for The College Board by a panel of content experts and college-level educa tors.
Honors and AP courses are rigorous and demanding. The AP workload is commensurate with that of college -
level courses. AP courses culminate in the spring w ith a national standardized exam. Enrolling in an A° class
presumes students’ understanding that they will tak e the AP exam during the national AP exam period inthe
spring semester. If an AP student does not register for and sit for the AP Exam, the grade for the cou rse will
be calculated on a 4.00 scale, not the 5.00 scale t hat all AP and honors courses are at SDJA.

SDJAhas twenty-one AP courses approved by the College Board for inclusion on the SDJA high school
transcript. In order to maximize the number of AP c ourse o ferings, we o fer approximately fourteen AP
courses per academic year on a rotating basis. SDJA o fers ten Honors courses.

THE AP STUDENT

Students who wish to enroll in an AP course must co mplete the articulated prerequisites for that cours e

and receive a recommendation from the department. T eachers recommend students for AP study based on
academic ability, preparation, curiosity, work ethi ¢, and demonstrated success in the subject. The goa lis to
place students in courses that appropriately challe nge them without causing them to become overwhelmed .

Any sophomore, junior, or senior interested in taking an AP course should review the prerequisites with t he
department chair or an AP teacher and discuss the s peci ¢ expectations of the course before enrolling.
Freshmen who are advanced in math, may be eligible to enroll in some AP courses. 8th grade students
interested in enrolling in AP courses in their fres hman year, should reach out to Ms. Hansen, or Mr. Kahn to
discuss that option.

Students should be aware that AP courses move at an accelerated pace and typically require substantial
additional work to ensure success.

Seniors enrolled in AP courses: Due to the nature of the annual Senior Trip to Poland and Israel, seniors
will sit for a cumulative exam worth 15% of their g rade in their AP classes prior to Senior Siyum. Ifa senior
wishes to sit for the AP exam while on the trip to Poland and Israel, that would need to be coordinate d with
Annie Wat and AMHSI.

Adding an AP Course: Students may not add an AP course to their schedul e a ter July 1st if the course
requires summer work. If there is no summer work re quired, then the last day to add an AP class is the rst
day of school in August.

CIF, Co-Curricular and Extracurricular Eligibility Guidelines: CIF and SDJA requires students to maintain

a 2.00 GPA and be progressing towards graduation as set forth by the school. For an SDJA studentto b e
academically eligible to participate on an intersch olastic athletic team, the student must maintain an overall
2.0 GPA. All high school student athletes must also be making signi cant progress towards graduation.
Grades will be checked at the mid-point of each sea son. If a student athlete is found to have belowa 2.0
GPA that student athlete will be given a two week t ime-out from practice and competition to address th eir
academic issue. Academic performance will be assess ed by the Athletic Director and Dean of Academics
prior to the student athlete returning to play.

HOMEWORK

Homework plays an integral role in the overall succ ess and growth of students. The intent of homework in
the upper school is for our students to grow as in dependent learners. By independently completing wor k
outside of class, SDJA students further explore and enhance speci ¢ concepts and skills, reinforce the
lessons taught in class, and prepare for upcoming c lass time and assignments.

In the upper school, the amount of work outside of cl ass varies with the academic program of each studen t.
We believe student learning is supported by the int eraction between the student, the teacher, and the
parent/iguardian. Therefore, it is highly recommende d that parents/guardians and students communicate
regularly with teachers in order to best support th e learning process.

Upper School homework is posted on Canvas, our online Le arning Management System (LMS).

GRADES

Students’ grades are continually viewable via Canvas. Transcripts are uploaded in Blackbaud twice per year,
at the end of semester 1 in January and at the end of semester 2 in June. Transcripts are also available by
request. Semester grades given in January and June are used to compute a student’s grade point average
and become part of the student’s academic record.

NON SDJA COURSES

In general, SDJA does not grant credit towards meet ing SDJA graduation requirements for coursework
taken outside of the school except for transfer stu dents who complete coursework at a di ferent school
prior to joining SDJA or if a student is completing such coursework to advance to the next level ina subject
area the following year. If a student plans to take a course during the summer break or concurrently w ith
the academic year at any school or college other th an SDJA and wishes to have it meet a graduation
requirement, the student must obtain the prior perm ission of the Dean of Academics. No course taken

at another school or college will factor into the S DJA's calculated GPA, and an o cial transcript fro m the
external institution will be a tached to the SDJA t ranscript for the purposes of college application. Courses
completed outside of SDJA are not listed on the SDJ A transcript.

SDJA TRANSCRIPTS

Transcripts re ect only coursework completed and gr ades earned while a tending SDJA. SDJA weights
AP classes and or honors classes with an extra grade point, which is factored into the overall grade p oint
average. We do not replace grades of D or F with a new grade earned in a make-up course taken at
another institution. Transcripts from other accredi ted institutions will accompany the SDJA transcript when
documents are mailed to colleges and universities i n support of students’ applications.
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HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC CONFERENCES
Parents/guardians can request a conference when the y have a particular ma ter to discuss with the teac her,
Dean, or the Head of Upper School.

FINAL EXAM MAKE UP POLICY

There are two make-up periods for nal exams. The s chedule for make-up exams will be coordinated by th e
Dean of Academics. It is the responsibility of the student to take the missed nal exam during this pe riod. If
the exam is not taken during the make-up periods, t he nal semester grade will be determined by averag ing
an “F” (0%) for that nal exam.

ACADEMIC HONORS
Academic honors are computed at the end of the scho ol year. All high school students with no academic
integrity infractions are eligible for these design ations.

Academic Honors Designations:
Distinguished Scholar 4.00 and above GPA
Commended Scholar 3.67 to 3.99 GPA

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ELIGIBILITY
Students will earn a diploma from SDJA by meeting all graduation requirements.

To address any shor fall in meeting graduation requirements, all make-up coursework, and any other
requirements, accompanied by proof of completion (e .g. nal grade from a teacher, transcript, report ¢ ard,
etc.) must be submi ted to the Dean of Academics no later than ten (10) school days prior to the day o f the
graduation ceremony.

If a student is still de cient in any graduation requ irement within ten (10) school days prior to the gr aduation
ceremony, at that time he or she will be deemed ine ligible to graduate and will not receive a diploma.

The above-mentioned student will be allowed until Sept ember 1st of the graduation year to provide nal
proof of having met all requirements. If all requir ements are completed by September 1, a diploma shall be
issued.

If a student is still de cient in any graduation requ irement a ter September 1st of the graduation year, the
student will not be eligible to receive a diploma a nd will not be certi ed a graduate from SDJA.

ABSENCES AND MISSING COURSEWORK

Class a tendance and participation are signi cant c omponents of the learning process. The Maimonides
Upper School at SDJA is a classroom / campus centric educational program, which requires our students
to be present - both physically and mentally. Comin g to school well-rested, properly nourished, prepar ed
for course-work, and with a positive desire to be a n active learner and engaged member of the school
community are the ingredients for ourishing inthe upper school.

Over the course of one semester if a student accumulate s more than six absences in any class, he or she
will have their nal semester mark in that class lo wered by one le ter grade.

A student may le an appeal of a grade reduction cau sed by excessive absences with the upper school
administration. This commi tee’s review will either uphold the grade reduction, or upon a nding of sp ecial
extenuating circumstances, devise a plan so that de spite excessive absences the student can continuet o
earn a le ter grade without a grade reduction. A gr ade of “I” (incomplete) will be recorded on the tra nscript
as a placeholder while the student a tends to the d etails of that plan.

If there is missing work that is not completed with in the plan’s de ned timeframe, the student may eit her: 1.
choose to have his/her semester grade determined by factoring a grade of O for each missing assignment
into the grades received for assessed assignments; or 2. choose to have the “I” lapse to a “W” (withdr awal)
as the nal semester grade for the course. A grade of “W” does not earn either unit credit or course ¢ redit
towards SDJA graduation requirements.

SUBMITTING LATE WORK

When a student is absent from class for any reason or does not turn in assigned work on the due date, it
is the responsibility of the student to initiate a conversation with their teacher about completing mi ssed
coursework. If a student has been absent, this conv ersation should occur on the rst day back to campu s
regardless of whether the course meets that day. La te work will be accepted and graded based on the
guideline designed by the teacher.

In the upper school, it is expected that students are actively engaged in their academic program. Being
aware of, planning for, completion of and delivery to the teacher of all coursework (e.g., homework, t ests and
projects) is the responsibility of the student. The learning management system, Canvas, and meeting with
teachers during Pod are two important resources tha t students can use to help them succeed in this asp ect
of their learning.

TESTS MISSED DUE TO ABSENCE
Make-up tests will be administered to high school s tudents in the Testing Center during Pod or a free period.
Make-up tests take precedence over co-curricular pr ograms; e.g., athletic practices and contests.

Full Day Absence: When a student misses si ting for a test due to bei ng absent from school for an entire
day, the student will have the same number of calen dar days as they were absent to make up a test. For
example, if a student misses a test on a Monday due to a full day absence and is back in school on Tue sday,
the test will be administered on Tuesday regardless if it is an “A’ or “B” day. If the test is not mad e up within
this timeframe, the grade earned may be lowered by 10%. Students who neglect to make up the test withi n
three (3) days will also meet with the Dean of Acad emics, along with their parents/guardians, to discu ss

the student’s engagement with their academic progra m. In the event that a student returns to school a ter
an absence and is scheduled to sit for multiple tes ts on the same day, a schedule will be designed so all
assessments can be tended to in a reasonable and he althy manner.

Partial Day Absence: If a student misses only the period a test is bein g administered, the test must be made
up before the end of that same school day. If the t est is not made up within this timeframe, the grade earned
will be lowered by 10%. Students who neglect to mak e up the test within three (3) days will also meet with
the Dean of Academics, along with their parents/gua rdians, to discuss the student’s engagement with th eir
academic program.

If a student is absent for the class meeting prior to an assessment, it is the student’s responsibility to
meet with the teacher during Pod on the rst day ba ck to school a ter an absence to review material an d
determine when the student will sit for the assessm ent.

Tardiness: Tardiness, whether “excused” or not, is disruptive to the entire class of any learning environment.
If a student is struggling with arriving to class o n time, parents/guardians will be contacted and mad e aware
of the problem. Neither the administration nor the teachers will distinguish between an “excused” tard y
and an “unexcused” tardy because both are equally d isruptive. If the student arrives to class more tha n 15
minutes late, the tardy becomes an unexcused absenc e for the entire period.

Excessive Tardies: If a high school student is tardy to class more th an ve (5) times in one semester, the
student’s semester grade in that class will be lowe red by 2%. There is no appeal process for excessive
tardies for high school students.
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GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE Al PLATFORMS P OLICY

OVERVIEW
The parameters for when and how students can use ge nerative Al pla forms will be determined and
communicated by the teacher (both in the assignment directions posted in Canvas, and verbally during
class).

If students are permi ted to use generative Al pla forms, stud ents must provide a citation for the source of

information they collected. Referenced material in student work products must be cited in MLA format | ike
any other source at SDJA, including the prompt used in the generative Al pla form, e.g. (ChatGPT, prompt
used, date).

Students’ use of generative Al pla forms without permission from the teacher and or without citing
appropriately is a violation of SDJA's academic integrity policy.



EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION

OVERVIEW

We believe the process of learning through the guid ed practice of doing, questioning, investigating, f eeling and

re ecting on di ferent activities outside of the ty  pical classroom se ting provides a learning space f or our students to
develop and enhance the traits we believe are indic ators to ourish in school and beyond. Experiential education in
the MUS can be of various opportunities that includ e local, overnight, and international trips. All are designed within
the tenets of our school’s mission - SDJA empowers each student to learn for life, guided by Jewish va lues, and
rooted in the strength of community.

EXAMPLES OF EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Local: Coastal Roots Farm, California Science Centea LA; Balboa museum day; Seacrest collaboration, JFS Shabbat

Local Tikkun Olam (TO) projects (JFS, Feed San Diego, Had-Up Food Pantry, Blessing bags)

Overnight: Southwest National Parks, Wolf Tribe, Southern United States Civil Rights, Senior Trip- Poland and krael

SENIOR TRIP TO POLAND AND ISRAEL

The culminating educational experience for an SDJA student is the senior trip to Poland and Israel. Th is program
provides students with an immersive experience tail ored to the mission of our school and the Jewish St udies
department in particular. The senior trip connects the history students have learned in the classroom se ting with
historical and modern perspectives by visiting and engaging with the physical space of our shared hist ory, culture
and religion.

The senior class departs for this experience ater Passover Break. Historically, the students spend on e week in
Poland and three weeks in Israel. Our partner school, Alexander Muss High School in Israel (AMHSI) fadlitates the
program. The exact dates, and itinerary for the tri p are subject to change and is based on the school calendar,
intended educational outcomes, and global events.




18

SUMMER SCHOOL

OVERVIEW

The upper school will o fer Geometry and Chemistry courses over the summer on the SDJA campus, and taught by
an SDJA facility member. By taking this course at SDJA, it will be recorded on the SDJA transcript. We will include

this option in the course registration portal. Ther e is an additional tuition fee for summer classes. Summer classes
are subject to minimum enrollment.

GEOMETRY
Ful lls graduation requirement for Mathematics
Prerequisites: Algebra | with passing grades both semesters

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook as well as additional multimedia
resources designed to enhance student learning. Geo metry is the second course in the integration Algeb ra I/
Geometry/Algebra Il requirement for high school gra duation. Students will be shown how geometry is a | anguage
illustrated through algebra. Therefore, Algebra 1 concepts are reviewed throughout the entire course. Geometry
develops logical reasoning and spatial intelligence . In the regular geometry course, linear algebra is primarily used
and geometric proofs are usually tested by lling i n the blanks of a logical argument. The course will cover the
language of geometry, logical arguments, transforma tions, triangle relationships and congruence, quadr ilaterals,
proportions and similarity, right triangle trigonom etry, circles, area, geometric probability and volu me. The course
focuses on applications of mathematical concepts in the real world and balances the importance of conc eptual
understanding with procedural uency. Students use the graphing calculator as a tool to enrich concept ual learning
and problem solving. Students learn and apply prope rties of geometrical objects and develop their abil ity to
construct formal, logical arguments and proofs in g eometric se tings.

CHEMISTRY
Ful lls graduation requirement for Lab Science
Prerequisites: Biology and Algebra 1 with a gradeof C- of higher

This course is designed for the student who is interest ed in pursuing advanced science courses in high sch ool.
This laboratory based course in high school chemist ry will teach concepts through real world applicati ons. Using a
guided inquiry framework and hands-on learning, stu dents will engage in learning, explore concepts usi ng projects,
math skills, and labs and activities, then explain and elaborate what they have learned. Students in ¢ hemistry

will dive more deeply into the topics and will use math to solve problems. Topics will include the str ucture of the
atom, the periodic table, chemical reactions, chemi cal equations and stoichiometry, and gasses. Additi onal topics
may include energy, equilibrium, and acids and bases. The pace will be fast and the content complex. T his class

is intended to prepare students for AP Chemistry, A P Environmental Science and AP Biology. This classprepares
students to continue studying science at the AP lev el.

CALIFORNIA NATBALIST CERTIFICATION UC CALIFORNIA NATURALIST PRAM
(Does not earn course credit for SDJA; opento all 9-12 students)
June 16-July 13
5-week Hybrid Program (Tuesday online classes, Thursday eld days)

The California Naturalist Certi cation is a unique, co llege-level course that blends classroom learning, eld
exploration, and real environmental science. Studen ts gain a deeper understanding of California’s ecos ystems—
including ecology, geology, wildlife, water, forest s, and climate—while building practical skills in observation,
environmental stewardship, and scienti c communicat ion.

The course includes guest lectures from scientists and industry professionals, eldwork at local natural areas,
participation in community and participatory scienc e (including contributions to iNaturalist), and a ¢ apstone project
that addresses a real environmental challenge. Stud ents develop strong scienti ¢ inquiry skills, leade rship abilities,
and a meaningful connection to the natural world.

Successful completion earns students the o cial UC Californi a Naturalist Certi cation and eligibility for 4 aca demic
credits through an o cial UC Davis transcript.
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OVERVIEW

The upper school o fers four programs that HS stude nts will be able to opt into and earn a diploma
designation. To earn a scholars designation, studen ts will complete a prescribed program of studies,
projects, internships (if appropriate), and receive mentorship. This program aims to provide students with
an opportunity to dedicate a portion of their educa tional program to a speci ¢ area of study. Students who
would be candidates for an SDJA Signature Program represent a high level of intellectual curiosity for one of
these areas of study.

JEWISH STUDIES SCHOLAR
The Jewish Studies Scholars program integrates high-level text learning, personal relevance and Jewish
living to enhance not only the student, but also ou r SDJA community.

Guiding Principles: Guided by the value of Lifelong Learning, students will hone the ability to parse meaning
from texts and make it relevant to their lives. Gui ding and leading the SDJA student body in Jewish life
programming and involvement in the greater San Diego Jewish community fosters relationships through
hesed (kindness) and kavod (respect).

Required Courses

» Jewish Studies courses

» Pathways to Jewish Identity or JS : Torah and Rabb inics

 JS :Beyond Talmud: Ethics and Philosophy

» 1 year of Honors level work: American Jewish Experence Honors and Survey of Jewish Thought Honors
OR Israel’s Wars Honors OR Independent Study Honors

e Senior Seminar: History of the Holocaust and Israel

e Moot Beit Din - HADAR MBD National Competition TeamMember of our Moot Beit Din Team with
participation at the national competition for at le ast two years.

* Hebrew 7 or three consecutive years of Hebrew in hi gh school

» Jewish Life Leadership: Active participation on the Jewish Life commi tee to plan Jewish Holidays,
leadership roles in Kabshab and Minyan

» Jewish Community Participation: Active participatio n for a minimum of two years in at least one San
Diego Jewish community youth organization or camp c¢ ounselor at a Jewish summer camp for one
summer.

» Capstone Project: Complete a capstone project of th e student's choosing developed in coordination
with the ECC- Director of Jewish Education. The ¢ apstone project encourages students to synthesize
skills and ideas learned at SDJA and through theiroutside of school activities into a product.

MEDICAL SCIENCES OR SPORTS MEDICINE SCHOLAR

The Medical Scholar or Sports Medicine Scholar prog ram is designed to recognize and celebrate students
who demonstrate exceptional dedication to academic excellence and a passion for pursuing knowledge in
the elds of science, mathematics, and healthcare. This distinction highlights a student’s commitment to a
rigorous and comprehensive education, preparing the m for future opportunities in medicine, research, a nd
related elds.

Guiding Principles:

* Academic Excellence

* Interdisciplinary Learning

e Experiential Engagement

* Professionalism and Leadership

Required Courses

* Biology e English H
e Anatomy & Physiology » Capstone Project (Independent Science
* AP Biology Research Program or Internship)

e AP Calculus AB

HUMANITIES STUDIES SCHOLAR

Guiding Principles: Humanities scholars value critical thinking with an interdisciplinary approach to literature,
history, and the arts to explore and give contextt o complex human experiences. Dedicated to ongoing
inquiry, they approach sources and interpretations with humility, recognizing that meanings evolve, an d value
ongoing questioning and research. Humanities scholars aim to uncover and articulate meaning that reson ate
across cultures and time, helping to navigate the ¢ omplexities of a globalized world.

Required Courses

» AP Literature and Composition, AP Language and Commsition

e AP World History

* AP US History

e Minimum of two Visual or Performing Arts classes

*  One of the following: AP Psychology, AP Art History, AP Comparative Government and Politics, AP United
States Government and Politics

INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEUR SCHOLAR

At SDJA we de ne entrepreneurship the same way as t he World Economic Forum: “a process that results

in creativity, innovation and growth”. The Innovati on and Entrepreneur Scholars program at SDJA aims b
cultivate a deep understanding of design, foster th e spirit of innovation and instill the skills and t raits that fuel
entrepreneurs in students.

Guiding Principles:

* Learn and hone the ability to transform ideas into action in students.

» Develop persistence in creative problem solving.

» Develop an understanding that failure is a critical part of the creative process.
» Develop the willingness to take responsible risks.

Required Courses

e Ideas to Products
e Lions Incubator
AP Calculus AB

 English H
e Jewish Studies Ethics class
e Physics

INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROGRAM
The upper school science department o fers an indep endent research program for any high school student
interested in pursuing a research project for compe tition or scholarly pursuits. This program has been a part
of the upper school for many years. The students wh o participate are advanced and very curious science
students. The school provides laboratory space, men torship and guidance to support students throughout
their research journey. Participants have access to specialized equipment, resources, and expertise to help
them design, execute, and analyze their experiments . Additionally, the program fosters collaboration w ith
peers, teachers, and industry professionals, encour aging students to think critically, innovate, and ¢ ontribute
meaningful work to their chosen elds of study. Stu dents are encouraged to present their ndings at

science fairs, research symposia, and other competi tive or academic venues, gaining valuable experienc e in
scienti c communication and development.




ATHLETICS AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

OVERVIEW

The San Diego Jewish Academy Athletic Department provides students the opportunities to learn and
embody life lessons through participation in inters cholastic sports. We support our students and coach es
in creating experiences that will help to develop ¢ haracter traits such as commitment, a growth mindse t and
teamwork.

INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS
Ourability to o fer these sports is directly related to student interest. Based on individual sport enro lIment,
the Athletic Director will determine which teams wi Il be o fered.

Cross Country (Men's and Women's) Men's Basketball Baseball
Men's Flag Football (Club) Women's Basketball Men's Golf
Women's Flag Football (CIF) Men's Soccer Track & Field (Men's and Women's)
Women's Tennis Women's Soccer Men's Tennis
Women's Volleyball

Team Managers
There are a limited number of spots available as team managers for the sports listed above.

WELLNESS |

Wellness | is a course designed so all students acq uire the basic knowledge about how to become tand
why it is important. Students will learn how to saf ely use various exercise equipment and stations in the
tness center. Instructions will focus on the compo nents of tness and how they contribute to optimal

health. Principles of strength training, elements o f cardiovascular health, basic anatomy and physiolo gy, and
the elements of a personal tness plan are topics ¢ overed during the course.

ISPE

We recognize that some students pursue athletics an d other non-CIF competitive activities at a high
competitive level and to accommodate and support th ose students, SDJA o fers ISPE as a way to earn
athletic credit.

The ISPE program at SDJA is designed with two goals:

1. To provide exceptionally gi ted athletes who compet e at a high regional or national level an opportunity
to earn SDJA co-curricular credit for graduation wh ile pursuing their sport o f campus.

2. To provide students who are pursuing an in-depth st udy of an athletic or competitive dance discipline
not o fered as part of the SDJA curriculum an oppor tunity to earn co-curricular credit.




VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY

In the Visual and Performing Arts classroom at SanDiego Jewish Academy, we focus on developing creati vity
through engagement, trial and error, practice, and expression in the form of presentation and performa nce. The
purpose of the Visual and Performing Arts Department is to provide a safe and nurturing environment of artistic skill
development, practice, creativity, and performance for developing artists and to give all students the opportunity to
expand their awareness and appreciation of the arts .

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
COURSE PATHWAYS

MUSIC ART DRAMA/THEATER
. . . . Theatre 1:
Instrumental Music 1 Visual Art 1 Ceramics 1 Digital Art 1 The Co feehouse Project
Advanced Music Honors Advanced Art
Theatre 1:
| The Co feehouse Project
AP Music Theory AP Studio Art

*All courses can be taken more than once, except AP courses

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Ful lls graduation requirement for Fine Arts

This course is for the student who wants to learn to pl ay an instrument in a fun and low stress environment.
It is also for students with some experience on any instrument who would like to develop their skills further.
Through group lessons and extensive individual prac tice time, students will read music notation releva nt to
the applied literature, listen to/analyze/describe music, learn the historical and cultural a tributes of music
relevant to the course, and critically examine sele ctions of music from various genres. Students takin g this
class are expected to supply their own instrument ( with some exceptions), have a regular practice rout ine,
and participate in at least 1 public concert.

ADVANCED MUSIC HONORS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Fine Arts
Ful lls Graduation Requirement for Co-curricular Program
Prerequisite: Department recommendation and both of the following: (1) passing of audition to be held
in June or August (dates and times TBD) (2) Several years of private music instruction or previous mus ic
classes

Advanced Music Honor is a comprehensive performing ensemble that can be repeated multiple times
throughout a student’s high school years. This cour se is for serious instrumental music students with
experience playing an instrument and reading music. Students improve their ensemble skills on a wind
instrument, guitar, bass, stringed, or percussion i nstrument through the study of musical literature a nd
performance in at least two public concerts. Small group ensembles formed from the larger group perfor m
regularly at local community events. Students must be prepared to participate in regular performances.
Students also read music notation relevant to the a pplied literature, listen to/analyze/describe music , learn
the historical and cultural a tributes of music rel evant to the course, and critically examine selecti ons of
music from jazz, blues, classical, and folk styles. Students taking this class are expected to supply their own
instrument, have a regular practice routine, and pa rticipate in regular performances throughout the ye ar.

AP MUSIC THEORY
Ful lls graduation requirement for Fine Arts
Prerequisite for AP Music Theory: Departmental approval and one of the following: (1) At least one yea r of
Advanced Music class with a grade of B or higher, o r two years of a level 1 class (2) At least two years of
private lessons on a musical instrument

Music theory is very similar to other sciences in how it describes, categorizes, and de nes occurrences

in the natural world. These occurrences, namely mus ical composition and musical performance, can be
recognized to have many layers of structure and ord er. We can think of music as a re ection of human
emotion and mind. Music theory helps us make logica | sense of these re ections. Through the study of
music theory you will be able to appreciate the bea uty and complexity of not only music, but the minds of
the people who make that music.

This course is an extensive, in-depth study of the structure and composition of music and notational
practices. In addition to wri ten academic exercise s, students are drilled on rhythmic, melodic and ha rmonic
dictation along with an emphasis on sight singing.

All content fully conforms to the College Board outlin e and is designed to prepare students for
the AP exam. As with all AP classes, students can expect a signi cantly increased workload in AP
Music Theory. If you are considering registering fo r AP Music Theory, it is highly recommended
that you have a conversation with your music teache r, or arts department chair.
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

THEATER ARTS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Fine Arts

This course welcomes both beginners and experienced the ater performers as well as production
technicians. Students will explore several units, w hich may include design (set, costume, lighting, an d
sound), improvisation (learning improv game rules, applying them to real-life scenarios, developing co mic
timing, and forming a COMEDY SPORTZ team), documerary Immaking (from concept through production),
acting (character development, stage movement, and timing), directing (understanding the full picture

and learning to see through a director’s lens), and musical theatre (musical styles, genre exploration ,
ensemble and solo vocals, and dance). Sections are uid and may shi t based on student interest and
ongoing projects. This class has produced Open Mic sessions in the quad in collaboration with the musi ¢
department, SDJA's premier podcast Hometalks, annual musicals and plays, and more. It is a space to dig
deep, sharpen skills, brainstorm ideas, and get cre ative.

CERAMICS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Fine Arts

This high school course will begin with an introduction of the elements and principles of design, and move
on to working on a variety of challenging projects in the ceramics studio. Time will be spent working on
hand-building projects as well as working with the po ters wheel. Students will examine the history of
ceramics and use that knowledge to inform their own work. By studying historical and contemporary work ,
the students will begin to discriminate between aes thetic value and personal preference in their own w ork,
and the work of their fellow students.

VISUAL ART
Ful lls graduation requirement for Fine Arts

The visual arts courses are o fered for middle school and high school. The class begins with the introduc tion
of the elements of art and principles of design, th en moves on to a variety of challenging projects in the
studio. All of the lessons and projects expose stud ents to basic art literacy and skills development. Through
various projects, students engage in the creative p rocess, a step-by-step method, to solve problems
creatively and e ciently. Art history is infused i nto the curriculum which helps students discover wa ys to
improve what they create. Students learn to critiqu e and think about their art so they can learn from our
successes and failures.

AP STUDIO ART AND DESIGN D DESIGN, DRAWING
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisite for AP studio art: Art Department approval and one of the following: (1) At least one year of
the advanced art class with a grade of B or higher; (2) At least two years of level 1 classes (Ceramics 1,
Digital Art 1, Visual Art 1) with a grade of B or tgher.

The AP Studio Art program makes it possible for highly motivated students to work at the college level. T he
course requires demonstrating mastery of artistic ¢ oncepts, composition, and execution. In an AP Art a nd
Design course, students develop the skills that art ists and designers use, and create a por folio of w ork that
is assessed to produce their AP score. The por foli os allow maximum freedom in the structure of the co urse.
Each por folio will address the three major concern s of the College Board evaluation guideline: 1. Inquiry
and investigation, 2. Making through practice, expe rimentation and revision, and 3. Communication and

re ection. Skills 2 and 3 are speci cally assessed in the two part por folio sections, Sustained
Investigation and Selected Works.

As with all AP classes, students can expect a signi cantly increased workload in AP Studio Art.
If you are considering registering for AP Studio Art, it is highly reco mmended that you have a
conversation with your art teacher, or arts departm ent chair.
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

YEARBOOK
Ful lls graduation requirement for Fine Arts

This course is a hands-on, creative workshop where stud ents collaborate using writing, photography,
graphic design, and technology to produce The Roar, the MUS yearbook. Students learn to capture events ,
design pages, tell stories visually and in words, a nd develop a strong eye for layout and design. The course
emphasizes clear communication, teamwork, and creat ive problem-solving. Sta f members receive guidance
from the advisor, editor-in-chief, and section edit ors, with support tailored to each student’s experi ence
level.

In addition to class meetings, yearbook responsibilit ies o ten extend beyond the school day, covering
athletic, arts, and community events in the a terno ons and evenings. By the end of the course, student s
gain valuable skills in photography, design, writin g, and project management, all while contributingt o a
meaningful, school-wide publication.

KABSHAB BAND
Ful lls graduation requirement for Co-curricular Pr ogram

Play or sing in the KabShab band, known as the “Shabbeats”. In order to qualify for co-curricular credit
students must participate in the following:

e Play with the band on Fridays for KabShab

e Practice on Thursdays at lunch and Sundays, times TBD

» Participate in the following various school wide ev ents that include but is not limited to:

* Generations Day

* Veterans Day

* The Holocaust Memorial Ceremony in May (Yom HaShoal)

e Participate in a performance at a local Synagogue

THEATRE PRODUCTION
Ful lls graduation requirement for Co-curricular Pr ogram

Students will participate in one of the department’s annual productions, either onstage or o fstage. Onstage
roles are determined through auditions; o fstage ro les are assigned a ter consultation with the Direct or. To
earn co-curricular credit, students must meet the f ollowing requirements:

As Actors

» Follow the rehearsal schedule established by the Director, with consideration for student availability .

» Prepare for the role through research, character de velopment, and theatre improvisation activities.

e Perform in all scheduled show dates and remain available for additional on-campus promotional events
as needed.

O fstage Roles

e Serve in an appointed position such as Stage Manager, Backstage Crew, Props Master, Assistant
Director, Costume Coordinator, or similar.

» Atend designated rehearsals as required.

» Complete all assigned production tasks in a timely and though ful manner.

TECH TEAM
Ful lls graduation requirement for the Co-curricul ar Program

The SDJA Tech Team meets on Fridays during lunch and welcomes both beginners and students with prior
experience. Members receive training on all PAA, Ulam, and outdoor technology systems and are assigned
positions based on demonstrated skill levels. Stude nts will support the annual theatre productions by
running a technical position and may also assist with school ceremonies and services as their academic
schedules allow.

Requirements

» Participate in at least one annual theatre producti on in a technical role.

* Be available on a rotating schedule (based on your course load) to provide in-school tech support for
events such as KabShab, Community Time, assemblies, and other campus programs.

» Atend the weekly Tech Team meeting every Friday at lunch.
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INNOVATION, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, AND TECHNOLOGY

IET PHILOSOPHY

The IET program develops curious students who can a dapt to a rapidly changing society through deepenin g
the awareness of personal identities and strengths and constructing a culture of empowering opportunit ies
and challenges.

CALIFORNIA NATURALIST CERTIFICATION UC CALIFORNAYURALIST PROGRAM
(Elective; does not meet graduation requirements)

The California Naturalist Certi cation is a unique, co llege-level course that blends classroom learning,

eld exploration, and real environmental science. S tudents gain a deeper understanding of California’s
ecosystems—including ecology, geology, wildlife, wa ter, forests, and climate—while building practical skills in
observation, environmental stewardship, and scienti ¢ communication.

The course includes guest lectures from scientists and industry professionals, eldwork at local natural
areas, participation in community and participatory science (including contributions to iNaturalist), and a
capstone project that addresses a real environmenta | challenge. Students develop strong scienti ¢ inqu iry
skills, leadership abilities, and a meaningful connection to the natural world.

Successful completion earns students the o cial UC Californi a Naturalist Certi cation and eligibility for 4
academic credits through an o cial UC Davis transc ript. This course is a summer program and o fered f or a
fee.

IDEAS TO PRODUCTS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Technology

Are you creative? Are you constantly coming up with gr eat ideas for businesses and or products? Do you
want to learn how great ideas become a tangible rea lity? In this course, students will learn how to co nvert
their inspirations into reality. Throughout the yea r, you will learn how to develop your ideas by expl oring
physical and digital creative tools, generating pro totypes and designing frameworks.

LIONLABS FELLOWSHIP
Prerequisite: Completion of Ideas to Products with a minimum grade of B- in both semesters, completed
application packet, and approval from the Director of IET.

The LionLabs Fellowship is not a traditional class on entrepreneurship; it is a credit or no credit indep endent,
self-directed experience designed for students read y to take their business or product ideas to the ne xt
level. This program empowers students to drive thei r own learning by taking action, exploring opportun ities,
and developing their ideas into tangible outcomes.

Students in the LionLabs Fellowship work independently whil e leveraging access to a trusted network

of entrepreneurial mentors, advisors, and alumni. T he program fosters interdisciplinary collaboration and
provides students with the tools to re ne their ide as, create prototypes, test solutions, and build su stainable
business models. By the end of the year, students w ill have developed a novel product or service, a

business plan, and a roadmap to engage key customers or potential investors.

This fellowship is primarily self-directed, meaning stu dents are responsible for se ting their goals, mana ging
their time, and driving their projects forward. Men tors and advisors are available to guide and support
students throughout the process. The program encour ages participants to explore entrepreneurship as a
potential career path while creating ideas that cou Id positively impact the world.

Successful completion of this year-long experience is needed for the Innovation and Entrepreneur Scholars
designation.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY

We study English because we believe in the power of language to explore and express what it meansto be
human, both individually and collectively. In our E nglish classes at SDJA, we aim to develop critical thinking,
reading, and writing skills that empower students t 0 communicate with clarity, con dence, and purpose,

both in writing and in speech. Through the study of literature and language, students learn to articul ate who
they are, and, by deepening their comprehension of the traditions of literary expression, be ter compr ehend
their responsibilities in the world. English classe s encourage students to engage deeply with texts an d
ideas, fostering an informed, though ful perspectiv e that equips them to navigate an ever-changing wor Id
with insight and integrity. In the words of histori an Barbara Tuchman, “Books are carriers of civilization.
Without books, history is silent, literature dumb, science crippled, thought and speculation at a stan dstill.
Books are humanity in print”

ENGLISH
All 9th grade students are required to take English 9
Ful lls graduation requirement for English

This course o fers an intensive study of literature, ho ning essential reading, writing, speaking, and

analytical skills necessary for high school success and beyond. Through close examination of classic a nd
contemporary works—including novels, plays, poetry, and non- ction—students will explore literary trad itions
and themes that resonate across time and cultures. The curriculum emphasizes critical discussion, analytical
writing, and creative composition, guiding students to cra t though ful responses and engage with comp lex
ideas. Vocabulary development and mastery of narrative, persuasive, and research-based writing process es
are key components, equipping students to approach English studies in future years with con dence

and skill. By cultivating these skills, students wi Il become e fective communicators, critical thinker s, and
adaptable learners.

Literary works in this course include Homer’'s The lliad, Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, Herman Hesse’s
Siddhartha; John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, as well as a wide variety of short stories, artic les, poems,
and essays.

HUMANITIES HONORS

This extracurricular honors program for freshmen st udents consists of a series of ve seminars held on
Sundays throughout the school year, and is designed to create a vigorous exchange of ideas centered on
the ultimate humanities question: “How are we to li ve?” To prepare for each seminar, students will rea d,
research and write about the given topic using a pr e-seminar assignment from the respective faculty
member(s). A ter the seminar, students will use the writing process to re ect and write about the topi ¢
discussed. This re ective writing will require crit ical thinking, multiple dra ts, and polished, nal pieces

due to respective faculty a ter each seminar by the posted due date. Students will use these pieces to
respond to a nal, summary prompt in order to prepa re for a presentation before their seminar peers an d a
faculty panel for nal credit in May. Seminar work will incorporate challenging ction and; writing; | istening;
speaking; visiting local museums, theaters, and eve nts. Registration for this honors program will take place in
September, 2026. By the end of the rst month of sc  hool, all freshmen students will receive an invitat ion to
participate in an initial honors meeting. At this m eeting, students will learn about the program’s pol icies and
expectations, as well as a calendar of seminar dates, topics and instructors.

Past seminars have covered such topics as how to study primary historical documents; Dashiell Hammet's
The Maltese Falcon; the California Grizzly Bear, Memory and Nostalgia, Psychogeography ; Robert Louis
Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; Travel Writing; Thomas More's Utopia; The Electoral College; Tigers;
Decolonizing the Museum ; Shakespeare in the Digital Age; and many more.

ENGLISH
All 10th grade students are required to take Englis h 10 or English 10 Honors
Ful lls graduation requirement for English
Prerequisite: English 9

This course continues with strategies for e fective wri ting that students practiced in English 9. It also
practices close reading, a technique of carefully a nalyzing language, content, structure, and pa terns

to discern what a passage means and what a passage suggests. Students read, study, and write about

di ferent modern novels in this course. They also s tudy, discuss, and write about a wide variety of sh ort
form writing: ction, essay, poetry, and drama. Wor k includes close reading and discussion, vocabulary and
grammar practice, classroom note taking, annotation , objective and interpretive writing and assessment s.
Writing includes short form question and answers, b oth objective and interpretive, thematic synthesis-
essay writing, and some creative writing (poetry, r e ection, ction). One goal is for students to deep en their
comprehension and practice of reading and writing i n preparation for English 11, which will introduce them
to more challenging contemporary texts. Works for study may include novels (J.R.R. Tolkien's The Hobbit;
Tracy Chevalier’s Girl with a Pearl Earring David Benio f's City of Thieves); short ction (Katherine Mans eld’s
“The Garden Party,” Ernest Hemingway’s “Soldier's Home"), poetry (by Mary Oliver, Gerard Manley Hopkin s,
Seamus Heaney, Mark Halliday, Percy Bysshe Shelley,Ted Hughes, Helen Hunt Jackson, et. al.), essays (by
Machiavelli; Junot Diaz; Julio Cortazar; Virginia Woolf; Charles Dickens; Frederick Douglas, et. al.)

ENGLISH HONORS
All 10th grade students are required to take Englis h 10 or English 10 Honors
Ful lls graduation requirement for English
Prerequisites: Grade of [B+] or higher in English 9 or pass the 9th grade Humanities Honors Program, and
departmental recommendation.

This honors course provides students with rigorous inst ruction. It is intended to prepare students to

succeed with advanced level work in English 11 and 12 with a focused study of classic texts in British ,
American, and world literatures. Students will read primary texts and relevant supplementary criticism to
foster their understanding of literary traditions t hrough history, and their relevance to present time s. Course
work will involve critical discussion, and re ectiv e, analytical essays, as well as creative compositi ons
modeled on these mentor texts. This course builds o n the foundation of English 9, challenging students with
enriched 10th-grade material presented at an advanc ed and accelerated pace.

Examplesof some titles for study may include Beowulf; (selections from) Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales;
Shakespeare’s Tragedy of Macbeth ; poems by English Neoclassical and Romantic writers; Jonathan Swit' s
Gulliver's Travels; Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice; Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities; Oscar Wilde's The
Importance of Being Earnest ; works by modern writers such as Katherine Mans el d, James Joyce, Virginia
Woolf, Ernest Hemingway; modern drama by Harold Pinier or Samuel Becke t.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

ENGLISH : CONTEMPORARY WRITING
Ful lls graduation requirement for English
Prerequisite: English 10 or English H

This English course is designed to provide students wit h guided opportunities to read, analyze, and discus s
a variety of literary forms, with an emphasis on co ntemporary novels, short stories, poetry, essays, a nd
articles. Students will deepen their reading and wr iting skills, deepen their focus on grammar and voc abulary,
learn about the characteristics and qualities of di ferent genres from a variety of professional model or
mentor texts, and write their own original pieces i n those genres. Assigned readings will provide stud ents
with valuable models for interest, investigation, i nspiration, and imitation. Class discussions will ask students
to consider the merits of a particular text, what m akes that text function as an e fective composition , how

it satis es the traditional principle of seeking ba lance between sound and sense, and what's needed to
emulate its good examples. Working from model texts , students will compose original work encompassing

di ferent forms (objective essay, personal essay, p oetry, ash ction, and review).

Novels for study may include such titles as F. Sco t Fitz gerald’s The Great Gatsby; Philip K. Dick’s Do
Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?; Michael Ondaatje’s The Cat’s Table; Denis Johnson’s Train Dreams, and
a wide variety of shorter works by writers such as William Faulkner, Annie Dillard, Joan Didion, RobéerFrost,
Denis Johnson, Gary Snyder, Ernest Hemingway, JamesJoyce, Anthony Bourdain, Jia Tolentino, T.C. Boyle,
et. al.

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
Ful lls graduation requirement for English
Prerequisite: Grade of [A-] or higher in English 100r a [B] in English 10 Honors, and departmental
recommendation.

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition allows students to survey advanced texts and
practice rhetorical analysis and modes of compositi on. Goals of this course embody those of a freshman -
level, college composition course. The material is rich and rigorous; the focus is on critical reading of no n-
ction, especially short and long form essays, and writing via rhetorical analysis using primarily non- ction
sources. Students will engage with language as read ers and writers of multiple forms and contexts in a
variety of subjects including American society, spo rts, popular culture, politics, education, the envi ronment,
economy, work, justice, entertainment, and other to pics. With an emphasis on close reading, textual
mechanics and structure, and vocabulary study, stud ents pursue the goal of becoming adept at literary
analysis, multi-source synthesis, and argumentation . Students engage in regular short-form essay writi ng
on a wide variety of topics, with opportunities for peer review and revision, and speci ¢ feedback fro m the
instructor. Although not a creative writing class p er se, students have ample opportunities to exercis e their
creative faculties in writing.

Texts for consideration include non ction works by many writers, with titles such as Joan Didion’s Salvador;
John McPhee’s Oranges; Annie Dillard’s For the Time Being; Steve Silberman's Neurotribes; Michael
Ondaatje’s Running in the Family, and a wide variety of shorter works by authors li ke Henry David Thoreau,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, John Ruskin, John Muir, Joyce Carol Oates, Anthony Bourdain, Walter Benjamin, and
Jia Tolentino, et. al.

Students also engage in regular practice for the annual College Board AP examination given each spring. This
involves working with actual test material from pre vious exams: close analysis of reading comprehension
passages, multiple choice questions, and free respo nse questions in the focus areas of literary analys is,
synthesis, and argumentation.

More information about AP English Language and Composition may be found on

the College Board website. As with all AP classes, students can expect a signi cantly increased
workload. If you are considering registering for th is course, it is highly recommended that you
have a conversation with your current English teach er and with the English Department Chair.
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ENGLISH : LITERATURE
Ful lls graduation requirement for English
Prerequisite: English 11 or AP English Language an@€omposition

This course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing about literature (novels, essays, poetry, plays,
articles) from various periods. Students engage in close reading and critical analysis of literature t o deepen
their understanding of the ways writers use languag e to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they rea d,
students consider a work’s structure, style, and th emes, as well as its use of gurative language, ima gery,
and symbolism. Through analytical and argumentative writing assignments, as well as active participati on in
academic discourse and debate, students will explor e complex ideas from multiple perspectives, deepeni ng
their understanding and honing their ability to art iculate and defend interpretations. Students will d eepen
their comprehension and practice of reading and wri ting in preparation for advanced study beyond high
school, where they will engage with increasingly co mplex and challenging texts. Examples of such texts may
include Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart Anthony Doerr’s All the Light We Cannot See; Kelly Link’s Pre ty
Monsters ; Lauren Gro f's Arcadia; Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go; J.D. Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye;
Kate Chopin's The Awakening; and Michael Dorris’ Yellow Ra t on Blue Water.

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
Ful lls graduation requirement for English
Prerequisite: Grade of [A-] or higher in English 1lor a [B] in AP English Language and Composition, and
departmental recommendation.

This course includes intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods from the

17th to the 21st century, concentrating on works of literary merit. All homework in the rst semester is
reading (approximately 40 pages between class perio ds). All writing in the rst semester is done in cl ass
(approximately 10 in-class essays). Students will read thoroughly and deliberately, taking time to und erstand
a work’s complexity and to absorb and analyze its richness of meaning. Writing is also an integral part of this
course. The goal of the writing assignments, while primarily focusing on the critical analysis of lite rature, is to
increase students’ ability to explain clearly, logi cally, and even beautifully, what they understand a bout literary
works and why they interpret them the way they do. Literary works for study may include such titles as
Sophocles’ Oedipus, and Antigone; Shakespeare’s Hamlet; John Fowles The French Lieutenant's Woman;
Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead; and Chaim Potok’s My Name is Asher Lev.

More information about AP English Literature and Composition may be found on the College
Board website: AP English Literature and Composition. As with all AP classes, students can
expect a signi cantly increased workload. If you ar e considering registering for this course, it is
highly recommended that you have a conversation wit h your current English teacher and with
the English Department Chair.
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HISTORY DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY

The History Department fosters an understanding of the human experience through the comparative study
of past and contemporary states, societies and cult ures. Beginning with ancient civilizations and cont inuing
through the modern age, we teach students how to ca tegorize information in a variety of cultural and
historical contexts and synthesize the information through such historical analytical skills as comparison
and contrast, change over time, and cause and e fec t. Students learn about social, political, economic

and cultural developments and engage in active crit ical thinking in both oral and wri ten form. In add ition,
students learn about the institutions and workings of the American government and the importance of ci vic
engagement.

ORIGINS OF CIVILIZATION: ANCIENT HISTORY TO THEDAPE AGES
All 9th grade students are required to take History 9
Ful lls graduation requirement for History
Prerequisite: None

This course spans the events of global history from anc ient civilizations through the European Renaissance.
Students will study the methods and skills used by historians to understand global pa terns of develop ment,
to make comparisons within and among cultural traditions, and to examine the ideas and values of the
Greco-Roman world, and classical Indian and Chinesecivilizations. In addition, students will study t he

birth and spread of Christianity and Islam and their impact on global historical developments. This co urse

will emphasize historical thinking skills (i.e. analyzing historical sources and evidence, making hist orical
connections, chronological reasoning, and creating and supporting a historical argument), and is desig ned
with inquiry as a central driver for every unit of learning. This course serves as an introduction to the study of
history in high school and will prepare students fo r 10th-grade World History.

WORLD HISTORY
All 10th grade students are required to take World History or AP World History
Ful lls graduation requirement for World History
Prerequisite: Origins of Civilization

This course provides a rigorous survey of global histor y from the Age of Exploration through the conclusio n
of World War 1l. We will explore the pivotal forces that shaped the modern era, closely examining the rise

of the Age of Absolutism, the transformative ideas of the Enlightenment, and the subsequent world-
changing revolutions of the 18th, 19th, and 20th ce nturies, with a focus on the Western perspective an d its
global impact. Students will develop essential acad emic skills through the in-depth analysis of primary and
secondary sources and persuasive historical writing . The course aims to establish a strong foundationa |
understanding of the complex economic, political, a nd social contexts of contemporary global issues,
preparing students for advanced coursework in Histo ry and Government.

AP WORLD HISTORY
Ful lls graduation requirement for World History
Prerequisites: A minimum of a B+ in both semesters of Origins of Civilization: Ancient History to the
Middle Ages, and a recommendation from the History Department. Additionally, due to the demanding
nature of AP courses, interested students should co nsistently demonstrate the following characteristic s
throughout the year:
» Engagement: Actively participate in class and seek help outside of regular class time, such as
during o ce hours.
* Independence and Collaboration: Show the ability to work e fectively on your own and with
others.
e Maturity: Maintain appropriate behavior suitable fo r a classroom environment.

In AP World History: Modern students investigate sig ni cant events, individuals, developments, and
processes from 1200 to the present from a global pe rspective. Students develop and use the same skills ,
practices, and methods employed by historians: anal yzing primary and secondary sources; developing
historical arguments; making historical connections ; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, causati on,
and continuity and change over time. The course pro vides six themes that students explore
throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in di ferent
times and places: humans and the environment, cultu ral developments and interactions,
governance, economic systems, social interactions a nd organization, and technology and
innovation. Students are also introduced to and pra ctice throughout the year the major types

of writing skills emphasized by the College Board f or history courses: Short Answer Questions
(SAQs), Long Essay Questions (LEQs), and Document-Bised Questions (DBQSs).

US HISTORY
All 11th grade students are required to take US Higtory or AP US History
Ful lls graduation requirement for US History
Prerequisite: World History or AP World History

Our 11th-grade course in US History provides students with a deep understanding of the key themes,

in uential individuals, and pivotal events that sha pe the historical narrative of the United States fr om
European exploration to the present day. We begin by exploring the idea of American identity on both a
personal and a collective level before examining ho w early historical developments laid the foundation for the
nation that emerged. Students will engage with hist ory through multiple approaches, including discussi on,
inquiry, primary and secondary source analysis, research, and re ective learning. Throughout the year,
students will connect past events to contemporary i ssues, considering how unresolved historical debate s
continue to in uence society today. Students will b e expected to analyze wri ten texts, provide speci ¢
evidence in wri ten and oral arguments to supportt heir points, and learn e fective organization strat egies
and study habits. Students will be challenged to th ink critically, question assumptions, and develop i nformed
perspectives that empower them as citizens and memb ers of American society.
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AP UNITED STATES HISTORY
Ful lls graduation requirement for US History
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of A- in World Histay or a B in AP World History, and a recommendation
from the History Department. Additionally, due to t he demanding nature of AP courses, interested
students should consistently demonstrate the follow ing characteristics throughout the year:
» Engagement: Actively participate in class and seek help outside of regular class time, such as
during o ce hours.
» Independence and Collaboration: Show the ability to work e fectively on your own and with
others.
e Maturity: Maintain appropriate behavior suitable for a clas sroom environment.

In AP U.S. History, students investigate signi cant e vents, individuals, developments, and processes in

nine historical periods from approximately 1491 tothe present. Students develop and use the same skil Is
and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical
arguments; making historical connections; and utili zing reasoning about comparison, causation, and
continuity and change. The course also provides eig ht themes that students explore throughout the cour se
in order to make connections among historical devel opments in di ferent times and places: American

and national identity; work, exchange, and technolo gy; geography and the environment; migration and

se tlement; politics and power; America in the worl d; American and regional culture; and social struct ures.
In addition, a variety of scholarly interpretations of history are woven throughout the course to fami liarize
students with some of the most signi cant historiog raphical controversies of American history. The
reasoning skills and historical themes are utilized throughout the course to improve students’ writing

speci cally in the context of the major types of wr iting skills emphasized by the College Board for history
courses: Short Answer Questions (SAQs), Long EssayQuestions (LEQs), and Document Based Questions
(DBQs). Students also engage in di ferent types of debates throughout the year in order to practice a nd
improve their ability to make clear and cogent oral arguments in defense of a particular perspective o r point
of view.

As with all AP classes, students can expect a signi ¢ antly increased workload. If you are
considering registering for this course, it is high ly recommended that you have a conversation
with your current history teacher and with the Hist ory Department Chair.

ELECTIVE HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE COURSES

AP MACROECONOMICS
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: A minimum of a B in both semesters of your prior history course, and a recommendation
from the History Department; and a minimum of a B in both semesters of your prior math course, and a
recommendation from the Math Department. Additional ly, due to the demanding nature of AP courses,
interested students should consistently demonstrate the following characteristics throughout the year:
» Engagement: Actively participate in class and seek help outside of regular class time, such as
during o ce hours.
* Independence and Collaboration: Show the ability to work e fectively on your own and with
others.
e Maturity: Maintain appropriate behavior suitable fo r a classroom environment.

AP Macroeconomics is equivalent to a one semester int roductory college course in economics. This

rigorous course introduces students to the principl es of economics and how they apply to an entire

economy, focusing on topics like GDP, in ation, une mployment, and economic growth. Students learn to
analyze economic performance measures, understand scal and monetary policy, and examine the e fects o f
international trade. The course uses models, data a nalysis, and real-world examples to build critical thinking
and prepare students for the AP exam.

More information about AP Macroeconomics may be fou nd in the College Board website:
h tps:/fapstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-macr  oeconomics

As with all AP classes, students can expect a signi cantly increase workload. If you

are considering registering for thai course, it is highly recommended that you have a
conversation with the AP Macroeconomics teacher.

AP PSYCHOLOGY
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: For 11th and 12th grade students wih a recommendation from your most recent science
teacher

AP Psychology is the equivalent of a one semester co llege introductory psychology course. This

rigorous course introduces students to the systemat ic study of human behavior and mental processes.
While considering the psychologists and studies tha t have shaped the eld, students explore and

apply psychological theories, key concepts and phen omena associated with a broad range of topics in
psychology. Areas of study include the biological b asis of behavior, sensation and perception,

learning and cognition, motivation and emotions, de velopmental psychology, abnormal psychology and
social psychology. Throughout the course, students employ psychological research methods, including
ethical considerations and statistics, as they use the scienti ¢ method, analyze bias, evaluate claims and
evidence and e fectively communicate ideas.

More information about AP Psychology may be found on th e College Board website:
h tps:/apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcoursefap-psyc  hology.

As with all AP classes, students can expect a signi ¢ antly increased workload, particularly in
regards to reading. If you are considering register ing for this course, it is highly recommended
that you have a conversation with your current soci al science teacher and with the Humanities
and Science Department Chairs.

AP U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of B in your most recent AP History course, or a minimum grade of B+
in your most recent History course, and a recommend ation from the History department. Additionally,
due to the demanding nature of AP courses, interest ed students should consistently demonstrate the
following characteristics throughout the year:
» Engagement: Actively participate in class and seek help outside of regular class time, such as
during o ce hours.
* Independence and Collaboration: Show the ability to work e fectively on your own and with
others.
e Maturity: Maintain appropriate behavior suitable fo r a classroom environment.

In this course, students will learn about the foundat ions of the U.S. government and politics in the con text

of the AP curriculum developed by the College Board . A ter gaining an understanding of the basic
Constitutional framework, institutional development , and bureaucratic structure of the American govern ment,
students will learn about such important topics as the relationship between the states and the nationa |
government, governmental policies with respecttot he U.S. economy, and the role of the Supreme Court.
Through research, analysis, and debate of relevant contemporary issues, students will also learn how t o
formulate, articulate, and support with factual evi dence their opinions on the challenges facing our ¢ ountry
today: In their e forts to promote full employment and ensure a decent standard of living for all Americans,
lawmakers must frequently grapple with the competin g aims of social justice, by tackling such
issues as poverty, stagnant wages, inequality of in come, and unemployment, while promoting
economic growth and maintaining a competitive and prosperous business environment. All of
these issues will be examined against the backdrop of political parties, PACs, elections, interest
groups, and the media, so that students will comple te the year with the knowledge and skills
necessary to excel on the AP U.S. Government exam.
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JEWISH STUDIES

JEWISH STUDIES DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY
The Jewish Studies department designs and implement s curricula to make Torah accessible for all learners,
inspires connections to Jewish values, history, and beliefs, and to promote lifelong learning.

The Jewish Studies program in the Maimonides Upper School is organized around core topics within Jewish
studies: Text, History, Rituals, Values and Israel. The goal is to provide robust opportunities to stu dy Jewish
text, history, rituals, values, and connection to | srael in ways that are personally meaningful to each individual
student. Our ninth and tenth grade courses are desi gned to take what students learned in the MS progra m,
build on it and provide means for further explorati on. Students will study Torah, Rabbinic Literature, Jewish
Ethics, Jewish Thought and Philosophy. In the eleve nth grade year, students will have the opportunity to
select from a variety of elective courses to design an individualized learning program that is aligned with their
Jewish identity, curiosity and interests. In additi on, we o fer a selection of yearlong electives for students
who wish to add more Judaic studies to their schedu le.

Our students come from a wide range of Jewish backgrou nds, and we take pride in fostering each student’s
intellectual and emotional Jewish development. Juda ic Studies students engage in learning through a va riety
of methods, including journaling, discussion, debat es, and projects that bring traditional ideas into modern-
day relevance. We actively encourage critical thin king, re ection, close textual reading, and other s Kkills that
serve them well in all disciplines.

JS : TORAH AND RABBINICS
Required Course for all Freshmen

RabbiJonathan Sacks famously said, “To defend a country , you need an army. But to defend a civilization,
you need schools.” Nearly two thousand years ago, a ter the destruction of the Second Temple, Jewish
leaders reoriented the entire Jewish civilization a round the idea of Torah study. They understood then , as
Rabbi Sacks articulated more recently, that Jewish civilization would only survive if we dedicated our selves
to unpacking the eternal and limitless meanings emb edded within the Torah and other timeless Jewish te xts.

This course o fers an engaging exploration of Jewish tr aditions through study of the Torah and Talmud. We
will begin the year by devoting an entire unit of s tudy to the art and science of havruta learning, in which two
partners sit together with a text and make meaning. Students will develop skills in close reading, que stioning,
and collaborative interpretation through exploratio n of fundamental narratives, legal discussions and moral
teachings, considering how these shaped Jewish iden tity throughout the centuries. Through discussion,
debate and re ective writing, students will learnt o navigate the layers of meaning within sacred text s and
connect them to their contemporary lives.

The course continues with students revisiting Torah texts that students have engaged with previously, on
some level. What deeper meanings do they hold for t heir lives today? What do our commentators say abou t
these texts? How can they help us think about how t o be more responsible in our daily lives?

Throughout the year this course will examine the Torah and Talmudic origins of the various Jewish rituals,
which may include kashrut, chaggim, or brachot. A p art of this course also has students revisit the ar t of
creating a d'var Torah to teach Parashat ha Shavuahto their classmates. This highlights a microcosm o f how
we want our students’ trajectory to progress to mor e independence from 6th -12th grades.

We'll grapple critically and seriously with all the text s and ideas from the Torah and Talmud. However, we’ll
study all the sources in English translation, and carefully explain all the concepts. We'll also embrace a
pluralistic approach, mirroring the clear Jewish lo ve of argument and the healthy (and civil) clash of opinions.
By the end of the year, students will begin to unde rstand their own place within Jewish history and ca rve out
the meaning of their individual Jewish identities.

JS :BEYOND TALMUD ETHICS AND PHILOSOPHY
Required Course for all Sophomores and all 11th grale students learning in a Jewish day school for the
rst time.

Building on the foundation from JS : Torah and Rabbinics, s tudents in this course will engage with the

great philosophical questions that have been animat ed in Jewish thought for centuries. We will explore how
Jewish thinkers across eras have grappled with endu ring questions of meaning, morality, and faith: What
does it mean to live a good life? Where do we nd G od in a complex and changing world?

Drawing on voices like the sages of the Talmud, medieval p hilosophers such as Maimonides, early modern
mystics, and modern voices including Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, and Judith
Plaskow, students will encounter a spectrum of phil osophical perspectives. Through close readings and
discussion of their writings, we will explore and a nalyze how they reasoned, argued and reimagined cen tral
ideas such as ethics, justice, faith, free will, an d the human condition.

This course emphasizes philosophical inquiry and moral reasoning. Students will continue to develop and
deepen their skills in engaging with Jewish texts a s living conversations, interpreting them in light of both
ancient wisdom and contemporary dilemmas. They will practice articulating their own responses to compl ex
ethical and theological questions, developing a per sonal framework for Jewish moral and spiritual thou ght.

By the end of the year students will understand the d iversity of Jewish philosophy, and begin to claim t heir
own voice within ongoing conversations that connect s tradition, reason, and lived experiences.
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TH GRADE
11th grade students are required to choose TWO courses from a selection of the following semester-long
options. Options will be determined based on enrollment and student voice.

THEMEGILLOT: ESTHER, JONAH, & RUTH

When we think of the Hebrew Bible, we tend to think of the stories and characters from the earliest pa rts of
our history - Abraham, Moses, King David, and so on. But the la ter half of the Bible is lled with fa scinating
stories and complex characters who have much to tea ch us about issues such as conversion, power, the
land of Israel, the relationship between the Jewish people and the rest of the world, and countless mo re.
Join us on an in-depth exploration of three of the most puzzling and riveting narratives from the Jewi sh
literary canon: Esther, Jonah and Ruth. We will study the primary Biblical texts as well as commentaries from
ancient times through today. We will also explore t he thematic connections between the three storiesa nd
the holidays on which these three stories are tradi tionally read aloud.

TANAKH: FOR MATURE AUDIENCES ONLY

Everybody knows the stories of Noah's Ark and the G arden of Eden. But one of the reasons for the Hebr ew
Bible's status as the foundational wri ten work of Western religion, and Judaism in particular, is that it also
recounts the types of stories that you don't study in elementary school. By examining Biblical narratives
through both a literary and an exegetical lens, we will tackle essential questions such as: How does J udaism
de ne good and evil? What lessons are we to learn f rom morally awed characters? And is it appropriat e for
a sacred book to contain graphically violent and se xually explicit stories? This course will explore s ome of
these stories, and will focus on the moral challeng es faced by some of the most celebrated Biblical g ures,
such as Joseph and King David, and others who are not as well known, including Yael and Jephtah.

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH ETHICS

The right choice is o ten not the easy choice - but it's also not always apparent. Ethical issues that people
faced 3000-4000 years ago are, fundamentally, the s ame issues we face today. We will study the ways ou r
ancestors grappled with universal ethical dilemmas and how these seemingly antiquated stories can teac h
us all sorts of lessons about how to live our own | ives. In addition to di ferent content areas — medi cal ethics,
business ethics, environmental ethics, and so on — we will also nd meaning in the enduring principles of
Jewish ethics, how they apply to our lives and empo wer us to become more responsible in our actions,
while grappling with modern ethical issues. Student s will explore the ways in which Halacha (Jewish Law)
and Mesorah (Tradition) inform our ethical decision s. Students will re ne their ethical stance, and ul timately
face their own ethical dilemmas with greater con de nce and knowledge.

JUDAISM AND THE BODY

The importance of caring for oneself and others lie s at the heart of Judaism's sacred texts. Teaching about
the importance of mutuality, respect for self and o thers, and about the sacred nature of our bodies wi |l
help Jewish teens to make decisions that are not bo rn out of insecurity, peer pressure, or even, perha ps,
hormones detached from the heart. Through an explor ation of Jewish texts and Jewish ethics, we will
discuss, write, and think deeply about how our beha viors and interactions impact not only ourselves, b ut
others as well. Mindfulness practices will help stu dents get in touch with their bodies, minds and spi rits.

AMERICAN JEWISH EXPERIENCE

This course looks at the American Jewish experience through the lens of major themes such as immigrati on
& assimilation, the Jew in American society (politi cs, business, philanthropy, etc.), building a new J ewish
community, participation in social change from the Civil War to civil rights, combating anti-Semistism,
contributions to American culture (comic book indus try, cinema, theater, literature, music, etc.), and even
Jews in organized crime. Ultimately, this leads us to ask, where have we been and where are we going a s
American Jews?

MODERN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY

This course explores the ideas of Jewish thinkers f rom the Enlightenment to the present, examining how
Jews have grappled with questions of faith, identit y, ethics, and the meaning of life in a rapidly cha nging
world. Students will study gures such as Moses Men delssohn, Hermann Cohen, Franz Rosenzweig, Martin
Buber, Abraham Joshua Heschel, and more contemporary voices, analyzing how their philosophies respond
to modernity, secularization, and the challenges of pluralistic societies.

Through readings, discussion, and re ective writing, stude nts will explore themes such as reason and
revelation, the nature of God, the role of communit y, moral responsibility, and the encounter between Jewish
tradition and contemporary thought. The course emph asizes critical engagement and personal re ection,
encouraging students to articulate their own perspe ctives on enduring questions of Jewish philosophy a nd
ethics in the modern era.

MODERN EUROPEAN JEWISH HISTORY

This course will cover European Jewish history from the 16th century until World War Il. Students willde ne
and comment upon the di ferent crises, challenges, and issues of creativity and identity that emerge a t
the center of world Jewry during this time period. The notions of Enlightenment (German and French) and
emancipation will be reviewed as the communities se arch for the harmonization of tradition and moderni ty.
Autobiographies, memoirs, le ters, and documents wi Il be scrutinized so that our students can render a n
account of European Jewry to themselves and one ano ther. The culture- and faith-based movements of
Hasidism, Haskalah, Zionism, and emancipation ourished in Eastern Europe. The course will delve into the

communal unrest and possibilities of human exaltation.

JEWISH PEOPLEHOOD: THE FUTURE, TOGETHER AND APART

This course is adapted from materials of the Shalom Hartman Institute: “Today we face new challenges

to our unity including nationalism, antisemitism, d ual loyalty, and identity politics. ...We consider what it
means to be a member of the Jewish people, the core values that animate Jewish peoplehood, and the
contemporary challenges to Jewish unity. The curric ulum examines the forces dividing the Jewish people
today, including nationalism, antisemitism, dual-lo yalty, and identity politics; and it imagines new ¢ onceptual
frameworks that can help sustain and grow the story of our people for a new millennium.” Students will
especially focus on the evolving relationship betwe en American Jews and Israel and how to address
divergent points of view on the present and future of the Jewish people.

ISRAEL IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The Middle East is a complicated region with compli cated connections and divisions. Understanding the
basics of the interactions and connections between the various countries and groups is paramount to

our understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian con ic t. This course will examine the various key players in the
region, their relationship with Israel and how that impacts the global arena. The course will use the facts to
help students grapple with their responses to antis emitism in their lives as they navigate today’s soc iety.

TRIBES OF ISRAEL

This course is adapted from the celebrated course o f the same title created by the Hartman Institute, an
internationally renowned Israel education instituti on. This course confronts the challenge of creating a
Jewish and democratic public space in the modern St ate of Israel—a shared common space for a people
divided along “tribal” a liations: religious, ideo logical, national, and geographic. What is the signi cance
of the State of Israel as a Jewish public sphere? H ow does a people divided along religious, geographi c,
and ideological lines build a shared society? The Tribes of Israel begins a conversation to restructur e the
relationship between the collective and the individ ual tribes that comprise Israel.
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ISRAELI THOUGHT, POLITICS, CULTURE

Since its founding in 1948, Israel has been home to a rich diversity of cultures, a titudes, and ideas . Many
intellectuals and artists have utilized a wide vari ety of media to express this diversity in profound and
sometimes controversial ways. This course is an opp ortunity for students to explore Israeli art, poetr y, music,
Im, theater, and literature, and to examine how th e development of these media has mirrored important
political events in the history of Israel.

THE JEWISH CALENDAR

Many of us start learning about and/or celebrating Jewish holidays early in our lives - but we o ten d on't stop
to consider the deeper meanings of the holidays or the structure of the Jewish calendar year. What doe s
celebrating freedom on Passover really mean? Why do we have two separate holidays celebrating the Tora h?
Why is Rosh Hashanah barely mentioned in the Torah?ls Shemini Atzeret a part of Sukkot? And how can the
Jewish calendar be both lunar and solar? We will explore these questions and countless others as we ta ke a
sophisticated approach to understanding the rhythms and cycles of the Jewish calendar year.

JEWISH LIFECYCLE EVENTS AND RITUALS

Many Jews who are otherwise disconnected from Jewis h practice still participate in lifecycle events - the
milestone markers that span a Jew’s life from birth to death. Why do so many Jewish parents circumcise
their baby boys? Why does family synagogue membersh ip tend to wane a ter their children become bnei
mitzvah? Why do traditional Jewish sources treat Je wish marriage like a business transaction? Why is saying
kaddish for our loved ones who have passed so impor tant to so many Jews? In this class we’ll explore t hese
guestions and many others as we examine both the hi storical development of, and the range of practices for,
each of the four major Jewish lifecycle events - br it milah, bar/bat mitzvah, wedding, and death.

COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS

What exactly is religion and why does one religious tradition o ten di fer so markedly from another, e ven
when you might not expect it to? In this course, we will answer these as well as many other questions related
to di ferent religious traditions. While studying t hese religions we will compare and contrast each of them

to Judaism as well as to each other. Students will be introduced to the beliefs and practices of the w orld’'s
major religious traditions including Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Christianity, and Islam Being
a citizen in the 21st century requires that we lear n about and respect the beliefs and practices of th ose
religious traditions that have passed the test of t ime and continue to guide their followers.

TH GRADE: SENIOR SEMINAR HISTORY OF MODERN ISRAAND THE HOLOCAUST
Required Course for all Seniors

The purpose of this course is to imbue students witht he knowledge of this time period and to help studen ts
acquire skills that will enable them to engage in rational, though ful discourse on the e fects of the se two
seminal 20th century events. The course will move ¢ hronologically through the history of modern Israel and
the history of the Holocaust. How did various Zioni st thinkers with radically di ferent ideas about Je wish
identity, religion, and peoplehood come together to  form a vision of a modern Jewish state? As educate d
human beings, we all know about the Holocaust, but do we know how to identify and prevent future human
rights violations that lead to genocide? This cours e will empower you to wrestle with many of the big
guestions surrounding both Israel and the Holocaust . Finally, this course will serve to prepare you fo r your
trip to Poland and Israel this coming spring.

EARNING HONORS CREDIT IN JUDAIC STUDIES
Each fall, students will have the opportunity to si gn up for co-curricular work, such as Moot Beit Din , to earn
honors credit.

MOOT BEIT DIN
Prerequisites: Completion of the Judaic Studies 9 ¢ ourse.
Students will have the option to sign up for this i n the fall.

Moot Beit Din (MBD) holds mandatory meetings once per w eek. In order to earn honors credit, students
must a tend a minimum of 85% of the meetings and ea rn a minimum of 80% on all wri ten work.

Students will explore the halakhic process, the process by which Jewish sages arrive at legal rulings, and
then move into a contemporary, real-life complex le gal dilemma. Group meetings are dedicated to analysis of
the case study - the halakhic dilemma that they mus t resolve. Students will dive into a wide range of classical
Jewish texts to develop a wri ten response to the d ilemma. Signi cant work will also need to be comple ted
outside of scheduled meeting times.

Students participating in the co-curricular or honors Moot Beit Din must commit to participating in a

national competition known as Maimonides Moot Court in the spring. At this competition, student teams
representing Jewish high schools from around the co untry bring their wri ten responses and also prepar e an
oral argument to present to a panel of judges.
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MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY

Our math department strives to create a positive an d nurturing environment in which SDJA students will
develop habits of mathematical thinking that will p repare them for further inquiry in math while gaining
comfort with the learning process - where making mi stakes, taking risks, communicating ideas and

working collaboratively are encouraged. A strong em phasis is placed on the conceptual understanding of
mathematics so students can explain why the math makes sense. Meaningful real-world applications are
consistently incorporated to develop creative probl em solving skills as well as an appreciation of math and its
relationship to other disciplines.

HIGH SCHOOL MATH PATHWAYS

Pathway 1: Algebral Geometry Algebrall Pre-Calculu s, Statistics

Pathway 2: Algebral Geometry Algebrall H AP Pre-Calc ulus, Statistics, AP Calculus AB

Pathway 3: Algebral Geometry H Algebrall H AP Pre-C alculus, Statistics, AP Calculus AB

Pathway 4: Algebral H Geometry H Algebrall H AP Pre -Calculus, Statistics, AP Calculus AB
Pathway 5: Geometry Algebra Il Pre-Calculus Statistics, AP Calculus AB

Pathway 6: Geometry H Algebra Il H AP Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus AB Statistics, AP Calculus AB, AP
Calculus BC

Pathway 7: Algebra Il Pre-Calculus AP Calculus AB Stati stics, AP Calculus BC

Pathway 8: Algebra Il H AP Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus AB AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC Statistics,
AP Calculus BC, Honors Multivariable Calculus

*Note: In the very rare case that a student exhaust s the math curriculum o ferings above, available
through SDJA, they may pursue further mathematics learning in a variety of ways which can be
determined with the academic counseling assistance of an Academic Dean or the Math Department Chair.

ALGEBRA |
Ful lls graduation requirement for Mathematics
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Fundamental s of Algebra or Pre-Algebra Honors; or Pre-Algebra
with a 95% or higher both semesters and completion of recommended summer work and departmental
approval

This course provides the basic building blocks necessa ry for all higher level mathematics courses. It
utilizes a computer based program that includes an online textbook as well as additional multimedia
resources designed to enhance student learning. Alg ebra | is the rst course in the integration Algebr a I/
Geometry/Algebra Il requirement for high school gra duation. The course starts with algebraic expressio ns
and introduces function notation and linear functio ns. It continues with absolute value functions, sys tems
of equations, systems of inequalities, exponents an d exponential functions, operations with radicals a nd
radical functions, polynomials, quadratic functions and equations, and an introduction to operations w ith
rational functions. Students will be held responsib le for understanding how every topic in the course can
be organized into six fundamental elements of mathe matical development: adding, subtracting, multiplyi ng,
dividing, equations, and graphing. Students will be introduced to the numerical, algebraic, and graphi cal
approach of analyzing equations and problem solving . Students will be instructed on how to use the TI-

84 pla form to further solidify key concepts. Stude nts will be shown e cient approaches to problems a nd
student collaboration will be emphasized. Students are expected to consider multiple approaches to eac h
problem.
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ALGEBRA | HONORS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Mathematics
Prerequisites: Fundamentals of Algebra with a grade of 95% or higher both semesters and departmental
approval; or Pre-Algebra Honors with a grade of 83% or higher both semesters and departmental
approval

This course provides the basic building blocks necessar y for all higher level mathematics courses,
particularly Geometry Honors and Algebra Il Honors. It utilizes a computer based program that includes

an online textbook as well as additional multimedia resources designed to enhance student learning. Th e
course emphasizes applications of mathematical conc epts in the real world and balances the importance

of both conceptual understanding and procedural ue ncy. Honors Algebra | is the rst course in the
integration Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra Il requireme nt for high school graduation. The course starts wi th
algebraic expressions and introduces function notat ion and linear functions. It continues with absolut e value
functions, systems of equations, systems of inequal ities, exponents and exponential functions, operati ons
with radicals and radical functions, polynomials, q uadratic functions and equations, and an introducti on to
operations with rational functions. Students will b e introduced to the numerical, algebraic, and graph ical
approach of analyzing equations and problem solving . The honors course covers topics in greater depth and
moves at a faster pace. The course moves deeper int o the understanding domain and range of all functio ns
covered and requires in depth application and probl em-solving skills. Students are taught interval not ation
and much emphasis is placed on piecewise functions. Students will be instructed on how to use the TI-

pla form as a tool to enrich conceptual learning an d problem solving.

Note: When both a regular college preparatory level and an honors level of the same class are o fered,
the honors class is characterized by a faster pace, greater depth of content (and in some cases, inclu des
additional content and di ferent textbooks), more r igorous problem sets, and expectations of high qual ity
student work on challenging problems and projects. The knowledge and skills acquired in this course,
including pro ciency with the material as well as ¢ omfort with the fast pace, are critical building bl ocks
for success in future courses such as Geometry Hono rs, Algebra Il Honors, Pre-Calculus Honors, and AP
Calculus AB or BC.

GEOMETRY
Ful lls graduation requirement for Mathematics
Prerequisites: Successful competition of Algebra |

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook as well as additional
multimedia resources designed to enhance student le arning. Geometry is the second course in the
integration Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra Il requireme nt for high school graduation. Students will be sho wn
how geometry is a language illustrated through alge bra. Therefore, Algebra | concepts are reviewed
throughout the entire course. Geometry develops log ical reasoning and spatial intelligence. In the reg ular
geometry course, linear algebra is primarily used and geometric proofs are usually tested by lling in

the blanks of a logical argument. The course will ¢ over the language of geometry, logical arguments,
transformations, triangle relationships and congrue nce, quadrilaterals, proportions and similarity, ri ght
triangle trigonometry, circles, area, geometric pro bability and volume. The course focuses on applicat ions
of mathematical concepts in the real world and bala nces the importance of conceptual understanding wit h
procedural uency. Students use the graphing calcul ator as a tool to enrich conceptual learning and pr oblem
solving. Students learn and apply properties of geo metrical objects and develop their ability to const ruct
formal, logical arguments and proofs in geometric s e tings.

GEOMETRY HONORS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Mathematics
Prerequisites: Algebra | with a grade of 95% or hig her both semesters and departmental approval; or
Algebra | Honors with a grade of 83% or higher both semesters and departmental approval

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook as well as additional
multimedia resources designed to enhance student le arning. Geometry Honors is the second course in
the integration Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra Il requi rement for high school graduation. Students will be
shown how geometry is a language illustrated throug h algebra. Geometry honors develops high level logi cal
reasoning and spatial intelligence. In Geometry Honors, linear, quadratic, and rational equations are used
to illustrate geometric language, and geometric pro ofs are demanding and students are required to prov e
logical arguments from start to nish. The course ¢ overs the language of geometry, logical arguments,
transformations, triangle relationships and congrue nce, quadrilaterals, proportions and similarity, right
triangle trigonometry, circles, area, geometric pro bability and volume. The honors course is proof bas ed
and focuses on applications of mathematical concept s in the real world and balances the importance of
conceptual understanding with procedural uency. St udents use the graphing calculator as a tool to enr ich
conceptual learning and problem solving. Students | earn and apply properties of geometrical objects

and develop their ability to construct formal, logi cal arguments and proofs in geometric se tings. Sec ond
semester Algebra | is heavily reviewed and required for higher level problem solving in second semeste r
Geometry.

Note: When both a college preparatory level and an hon ors level of the same class are o fered, the honors
class is characterized by a faster pace, greater de pth of content (and in some cases, includes additio nal
content and di ferent textbooks), more rigorous pro blem sets, and expectations of high quality student
work on challenging problems and projects. The know ledge and skills acquired in this course, including

pro ciency with the material as well as comfort wit h the fast pace, are critical building blocks for s uccess in
future advanced math courses.

ALGEBRA II
Ful lls graduation requirement for Mathematics
Prerequisites: Successful competition of Algebra | and Geometry

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook as well as additional
multimedia resources designed to enhance student le arning. Algebra Il is the third course in the integ ration
Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra Il requirement for high school graduation. This is advanced algebra and the
further study of mathematics. The course covers lin ear, quadratic, polynomial, radical, absolute value,
exponential, logarithmic, and rational functions, p robability and statistics, an introduction to matri x
operations, solving systems with matrices, an intro duction to conic sections, sequences and series, an d
trigonometric functions, identities and equations. Students will be shown the numerical, algebraic, an d
graphical approach of equation and problem solving. The course focuses on applications of mathematical
concepts in the real world and balances the importa nce of conceptual understanding with procedural
uency. Students use the Tl- Plus CE graphing cal culator as a tool to enrich conceptual learning and
problem solving.
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MATHEMATICS

ALGEBRA Il HONORS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Mathematics
Prerequisites: Geometry with a grade of 95% or high er both semesters and departmental approval; or
Geometry Honors with a grade of 83% or higher both semesters and departmental approval; and Algebra
| with a grade of 93% or higher both semesters and departmental approval; or Algebra | H with a grade of
83% or higher both semesters and departmental appro val

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook as well as additional
multimedia resources designed to enhance student le arning. Honors Algebra Il is the third course in the
integration Algebra I/Geometry/Algebra Il requireme nt for high school graduation. This is advanced alg ebra
and is a very important class for college and the f urther study of mathematics. The course covers line ar,
quadratic, polynomial, radical, absolute value, exp onential, logarithmic, and rational functions, prob ability
and statistics, an introduction to matrix operation s, solving systems with matrices, an introduction t o conic
sections, sequences and series, and trigonometric f unctions, higher level trigonometric identities and
equations. At the honors level students are require d to understand how to use the numerical, algebraic ,
and graphical approach to solve equations and probl ems. The honors course covers topics in greater dep th
and moves at a faster pace. Signi cantly more time is spent on polynomials, solving systems of equatio ns
with matrices, trigonometric identities and equatio ns, and practical nancial problems with logarithms .

The honors course places high emphasis on the under standing of the domain and range of functions and
focuses on application and problem-solving skills. Students will use particular types of functions to model
behavior in the real world and will be expected to nd and interpret solutions analytically, numerical ly,
graphically, and verbally. The graphing calculator plays a role as an enrichment tool for solving math problems
and modeling real-world scenarios. In order to be s uccessful in this course, students must have a stro ng
working knowledge of Algebra | content at the Honor s level.

Note: When both a college preparatory level and an honors level of the same c lass are o fered, the honors
class is characterized by a faster pace, greater de pth of content (and in some cases, includes additio nal
content and di ferent textbooks), more rigorous pro blem sets, and expectations of high quality student work
on challenging problems and projects. This course r equires diligence and hard work, as well as a willingness
to put in signi cant time and e fort outside of the classroom (in Pod and/or at home).

PRECALCULUS
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: Successful competition of Algebra | , Geometry, and Algebra I

This course reviews the fundamental concepts of Algebra | and explores in greater depth topics introduced
in Algebra Il, particularly the graphical behavior of parent functions (speci cally polynomial, ration al,
exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functio ns) with associated transformations and the domain
and range of all functions. It utilizes a computer based program that includes an online textbook as w ell
as additional multimedia resources designed to enha nce student learning. New content includes topics

in trigonometry, vectors, polar coordinates, sequen ces, matrices, conic sections, probability, and lim its.
Additionally, there is a strong emphasis placed on using mathematical models to predict phenomena

in everyday life. The TI- Plus CE graphing calcul ator plays a role as an enrichment tool for solving
mathematical problems and modeling real-world scenarios.

STATISTICS
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: Successful competition of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra

This introductory statistics course discusses the art , science, use, and misuse of statistical data. Thr ough
hands-on activities, projects and extensive work with TI-  calculators, students will explore the following
topics: quantitative and categorical data; display of data using appropriate graphs and charts; normal
distributions; sca terplots and correlation; sampli ng, surveys, and experiments; and chance and probab ility.
This is a very language intensive course that examines statistics through a pplications. Strong language and
reading comprehension skills are required for succe ss in this course.

AP PRE CALCULUS
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: Algebra Il with a grade of 98% or higher both semesters and departmental approval; or
Algebra Il Honors with a grade of 90% or higher bot h semesters and departmental approval

This course utilizes a computer-based program that i ncludes an online textbook and additional multimedi a
resources designed to enhance student learning. AP Precalculus is a rigorous and fast-paced course tha t
provides students with a deep understanding of the foundational concepts necessary for calculus. Topic s
covered include, but are not limited to, polynomial , rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonome tric
functions, along with their graphs, transformations , and real-world applications. Students will also e xplore
sequences, series, parametric equations, conic sect ions, and vectors. Emphasis is placed on conceptual
understanding and problem-solving in multiple repre sentations: graphical, numerical, analytical, and verbal.
Technology will be integrated to support learning, facilitate experimentation, and enhance visualizati on

of mathematical concepts. This course prepares stud ents for AP Calculus AB or BC and higher-level
mathematics at the college level.

This class is recommended for students who are passiona te about mathematics and commi ted to
developing the skills required for success in advan ced mathematics courses.

Note: If you are considering taking an AP math course, please rst check with your current math teacher to
see if you qualify for the course. It is highly rec ommended that you follow up and have a conversation with
your current math teacher and/or the Math Departmen t Chair regarding the math course you
have selected.

For a more detailed description and course outline, pl ease see the College Board website,
h tps:/apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-prec  alculus

AP CALCULUS AB
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: AP Pre-Calculus with a grade of 83% or higher both semesters and departmental approval;
or Pre-Calculus with a grade of 93% or higher both semesters and departmental approval; or Algebra Il
Honors with a grade of 98% or higher both semesters and departmental approval

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook and additional multimedia
resources designed to enhance student learning. AP Calculus is a rigorous and fast-paced course primarily
concerned with developing students’ understanding o f the concepts of calculus and providing experience
with its methods and applications. The course empha sizes a multi-representational approach to calculus,
with concepts, results, and problems being expresse d graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. The
connections among these representations are demonst rated through the unifying themes of derivatives,
integrals, limits, approximation, applications, and modeling. Furthermore, students will use technolog y to
explore, experiment, interpret results, and support their conclusions. To succeed in this course, stud ents
must have a strong working knowledge of Algebra Il and Pre-Calculus content at the Honors level, which
emphasizes the topics and techniques required for t he study of calculus. This is a college-level cours e on

di ferential and integral calculus roughly equivale ntto a rst semesteriquarter Calculus | class in a university.
The course prepares students for the AB version of the Advanced Placement Calculus examination. Topics
include limits, derivatives, graphing, numerical and analytic integration, and a heavy emphasis on application.
Students will gain a level of understanding of calc ulus topics such that they will be competitive int heir
introductory and post introductory calculus courses at the university level.

Note: If you are considering taking an AP math course, please rst check with your current math

a conversation with your current math teacher and/o r the Math Department Chair regarding the
math course you have selected.
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MATHEMATICS

AP CALCULUS BC
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: AP Calculus AB with a grade of 83% or higher both semesters and departmental approval,
or AP Pre-Calculus with a grade of 90% or higher bo th semesters and departmental approval

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook and additional multimedia
resources designed to enhance student learning. AP Calculus BC is an extremely rigorous and fast-paced
course that involves student exploration of key con cepts, methods, and applications of single variable
calculus including, but not limited to, all topics covered in AP Calculus AB (functions, graphs, limits,
derivatives, integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus) and additional topics in di ferential

and integral calculus including parametric, polar and vector functions, and series. Students will beco me
familiar with concepts, results, and problems expre ssed in multiple ways including graphically, numerically,
analytically, and verbally. Technology is emphasized to help solve problems, experiment, interpret res ults,
and support conclusions. The course prepares students for the Advanced Plac ement Calculus BC
examination and for multivariable calculus at the university level. This class is recommended for
students who are passionate about higher level math ematics.

Note: If you are considering taking an AP math course, please rst check with your current math
teacher to see if you qualify for the course. Itis highly recommended that you follow up and have
a conversation with your current math teacher and/o r the Math Department Chair regarding the
math course you have selected.

MULTIVARIABLE CALCULUS HONORS
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: AP Calculus BC with a grade of 83% or higher both semesters and departmental approval
This course will be o fered based on enroliment as determined by the Math Department.

This course utilizes a computer based program that incl udes an online textbook as well as additional
multimedia resources designed to enhance student le arning. Honors Multivariable Calculus is an extremey
rigorous and fast-paced course that extends the con cepts of analytic geometry to higher dimensions.
Applications of multivariable variable calculus include, but are not limited to, multivariable functions and
graphs, limits, partial derivatives and higher dimensional chain rule, double and triple integrals, and changes
of variables. Students will also explore multivariable Taylor expansions and Vector Calculus including
Stoke’s, Green's, and Divergence theorems. Students will become familiar with concepts, results, and
problems expressed in multiple ways including graph ically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. There will
be an emphasis on using technology to help solve pr oblems, experiment, interpret results, and support
conclusions. The course prepares students for di ferential equa tions and higher level mathematics at the
college level. This class is recommended for studen ts who are passionate about higher level mathematic s.

DEPARTMENT NOTE

San Diego Jewish Academy requires all students enterin g Algebra |, Algebra | Honors, Geometry, Geometry
Honors, Algebra II, Algebra Il Honors, Pre-Calculus Pre-Calculus Honors, AP Calculus AB, and AP Calclus
BC to complete a summer math assignment that is due on the rst day of class.

SDJAo fers a Summer Enrichment Program for students entering these math courses. Before the school
year begins in August, students can meet with a mat h teacher on campus or Zoom to review concepts from
the summer assignment. Together, the assignment and enrichment sessions help students maintain their
math skills and begin the school year with con denc e. All students are encouraged to participate. Stud ents
interested should contact their math teacher for th e upcoming school year.

Any student who is entering San Diego Jewish Academy f rom another institution and who is requesting to
be part of an honors course must earn an 85% on the qualifying/diagnostic exam i.e. an honors nal exa m
from SDJA's previous year’s math course (ex: if a student is entering Algebra Il Honors, the student m ust
earn an 85% on the Geometry Honors Final). The student must also complete the summer assignment
corresponding to the honors course into which they will be entering. It is also highly recommended tha t the
student participate in SDJA's Summer Enrichment Program.

If a student completed a regular math course at SDJA, and has been recommended for an honors course by
meeting the stated requirements, the student must ¢ omplete the summer assignment corresponding to the
honors course into which they will be entering. It is also highly recommended that the student partici pate
in SDJAs Summer Enrichment Program. Additionallythe student may be required to take a diagnostic/
qualifying exam before the start of the honors cour se.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY

The science department at SDJA is dedicated to prom oting scienti c literacy. We want our studentstob e
curious about both the physical and living world. C ourses are designed so that students focus on big i deas
in science and technology; and develop critical thi nking skills, the ability to design an experiment, collect,
analyze, and interpret data, and support a conclusi on with scienti ¢ evidence. Through lab inquiry, sc ienti c
observation, reading scienti ¢ material, writing ab out science, and scienti ¢ problem solving, student s
come to understand science as a process for investi gation and discovery.

Our curriculum highlights the evolving sophistication of technology in conjunction with our science o fer ings.
The department has two “pillars” consisting of core classes. One pillar represents laboratory science s, and
the other pillar is the technical sciences. The pur pose of this framework is to highlight the growing need for a
technical education to produce “next generation” gr aduates. Students must complete 2 years of “Laborat ory
Science” and 1 of “Technology” and a fourth year of either Lab Science or Technology. Courses that ful Il the
Technology requirement exist in the science departm ent, the computer science department, and CIET. All
courses in these departments are annotated with whi ch graduation requirement it ful lls.

BIOLOGY
Required course for all 9th grade students
Ful lls graduation requirement for Lab Science

The Biology course is focused on providing students th e opportunity to explore the living world around

them through a variety of lenses. From in class dis cussions and debates to online simulations and lab
investigations, students will focus on four main to pics throughout the year. They include Cell Biology ,
Genetics, Evolution, and Ecology. Another main focu s, beyond the content of the course, is skill build ing.
Communication, problem solving, and critical thinki ng skills will be challenged and strengthened as st udents
progress through the rst level of the high school curriculum. Threaded through the entire course is the idea
of sustainability so that SDJA students begin to un derstand how the choices made everyday have impacts

on a much grander scale. This class prepares students for continuing education in physical and life sc ience
classes.

CHEMISTRY
Ful lls graduation requirement for Lab Science
Prerequisites: Biology and Algebra | with a grade of C- of higher. For a 9th grader to enroll in this course,
they must have completed Algebra | with a grade of 90% or be ter, Algebra | Honors with a grade of
83% of be ter, and Science 8 with a grade of 93% or be ter with a recommendation from your Science 8
teacher

The Chemistry course is designed for the student who i s interested in pursuing advanced science courses
in high school. This laboratory based course in hig h school chemistry will teach concepts through real world
applications. Using a guided inquiry framework and hands-on learning, students will engage in learning,
explore concepts using projects, math skills, and | abs and activities, then explain and elaborate what

they have learned. Students in Chemistry will dive more deeply into the topics and will use math to so Ive
problems. Topics will include the structure of the atom, the periodic table, chemical reactions, chemi cal
equations and stoichiometry, and gasses. Additional topics may include energy, equilibrium, and acids and
bases. The pace will be fast and the content comple x. This class is intended to prepare students for A P
Chemistry, AP Environmental Science and AP Biology. This class prepares students to continue studying
science at the AP level.

PHYSICS
Ful lls graduation requirement for Lab Science
Prerequisites: Biology and Algebra | with a grade of C- of higher

This Physics course introduces students to foundational concepts in mechanics, covering key topics such
as kinematics, dynamics, energy, and momentum. Thro ugh interactive labs, problem-solving activities, a nd
collaborative discussions, students will explore re al-world applications of physics principles. As the course
progresses, students will delve into topics beyond basic mechanics such as optics, waves, and electric ity;
culminating in a conceptual understanding of physic s and its practical application. This course emphas izes
the development of analytical and critical-thinking  skills, preparing students for advanced studies in AP
Physics and related elds.
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ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
Ful lls graduation requirement for Lab Science
Prerequisites: Biology

This Anatomy and Physiology course is an introduction t o the basic concepts and principles of human
anatomy and physiology. Students will explore the m ain systems of the human body (systems will include but
may not be limited to (1) skeletal system (2) integ umentary system (3) cardiovascular system (4) muscu lar
system (5) reproductive system (6) respiratory syst em (7) digestive system (8) nervous system), and ho w
aspects of our everyday life can positively or nega tively impact the systems. Students will learn abou t the
structures and parts (Anatomy) and the functions (P hysiology) of the systems. Students will be asked t o
analyze and explain how each system is a fected whe n in uenced by nutrition, sleep, stress, teenage br ain,
etc. Students will also be asked to extend and appl y their knowledge in the context of science ction. By
the end of this course, students will understand th at all decisions that a person makes not only a fec ts them
physically, but mentally as well.

Students will utilize online simulations, investigations, |abs, experiential activities, videos, and role-play ing
activities to apply their critical thinking skills using scienti ¢ lens. Students will work both indiv idually and
collaboratively to develop wri ten and oral communi cation skills.

AP CHEMISTRY
Ful lls graduation requirement for Lab Science
Prerequisites: Chemistry, Geometry or Geometry Honors and a recommendation from your most recent
science teacher

AP Chemistry is the equivalent of a two-semester coll ege introductory chemistry course. This rigorous
course is based on six big ideas, which encompass ¢ ore scienti ¢ principles, theories and processes

that cut across traditional boundaries and provide a broad way of thinking about the particulate natur e

of ma ter. Students cultivate their understanding o f Chemistry through inquiry-based investigation as

they explore topics including atomic structure, int ermolecular forces and bonding, chemical reactions,
kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium.. At least 25% of class time will be spent in the laboratory , with
an emphasis on inquiry-based investigations that pr ovide students with opportunities to apply science
practices including using representations and model s, planning and implementing data collection strate gies,
performing data analysis, and using math and statistics.

More information about AP Chemistry can be found on the College Board website: h tps:/
apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-chemistry.  As with all AP classes, students can
expect a signi cantly increased workload in AP Chem istry. Successful completion of Algebra
Il is strongly recommended. If you are considering registering for AP Chemistry, it is highly
recommended that you have a conversation with your science teacher or the Science
Department Chair.

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: Biology, Physics or Chemistry with a recommendation from your most recent science
teacher

The AP Environmental Science course is the equivalent of a one semester college introductory course in
Environmental Science. In this rigorous course stud ents engage with the scienti ¢ principles, concepts

and methodologies required to understand the interr elationships of the natural world. Students will i dentify
and analyze natural and human-made environmental poblems, evaluate relative risks associated with

these problems, and examine alternative solutions f or resolving or preventing them. AP Environmental
Science is an interdisciplinary course embracing to pics from geology, biology, environmental studies,
environmental science, chemistry and geography. At least 25% of class time will be spent in the labor atory,
with an emphasis on inquiry based investigations th at provide students with opportunities to apply sci ence

practices including using representations and model s, planning and implementing data collection strate gies,
performing data analysis, and using math and statistics.

More information about AP Environmental Science can be found on the College Board website:
h tps:/apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-envi  ronmental-science. As with all AP classes,
students can expect a signi cantly increased worklo ad in AP Environmental Science. If you are
considering registering for AP Environmental Science, it is highly recommended that you have a
conversation with your science teacher and the Scie nce Department Chair.

AP PHYSICS
(Elective; not required for graduation)
Prerequisites: Chemistry or Physics, Algebra Il with a recommendation from your most recent science
teacher

AP Physics 1 is a year-long equivalent to the rst se mester of an introductory, algebra-based Physics co llege
course. This rigorous course is based on six big id eas, which encompass core scienti c principles, the ories
and processes that cut across traditional boundarie s and provide a broad way of thinking about the phy sical
world. Students cultivate their understanding of Ph ysics through inquiry-based investigation as they e xplore
principles of Newtonian mechanics (including rotati onal motion); work, energy, and power; mechanical
waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. At least 25% of class time will be spent in the la boratory,
with an emphasis on inquiry based investigations th at provide students with opportunities to apply sci ence
practices including using representations and model s, planning and implementing data collection strate gies,
and performing data analysis.

More information about AP Physics 1 can be found on the College Board website: h tps:/
apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-physics-1.  As with all AP classes, students can expect
a signi cantly increased workload in Physics 1. If you are considering registering for AP Physics
1, it is highly recommended that you have a convers ation with your science teacher and the
Science Department Chair.

INTRODUCTION TO WEBSITE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
Ful lls graduation requirement for Technology

This course will provide students with the essential el ements of web page development, covering HTML,
CSS and JavaScript as well as the fundamentals of SEO and cross-pla form support and the basic design
theory to put it all together. Additionally the cou rse will provide a general introduction to user int erface
design (Ul), covering important design principles | ike visibility, error prevention, e ciency, and th e human
capabilities that motivate them. Students will cons ider the essential components of JavaScript, includ ing
variables, arrays, loops, and functions. Students w ill learn how to write code and use the fundamental
techniques and programs necessary to put it all tog ether to develop their own compelling, interesting, and
complex cross-pla form websites.

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES
Ful lls graduation requirement for Technology
Prerequisites: Geometry (9th graders are required t o have approval from the science department chairt o
register for this course)

This course introduces students to the central ideas of computer science, inviting students to develop

the computational thinking vital for success across multiple disciplines. O fering a broad introductio n to

the fundamentals of computing, including problem so Iving, working with data, understanding the Interne t,
cybersecurity, and programming, this course highlig hts the relevance of computer science by emphasizin g
the vital impact advances in computing have on peop le and society. Students will explore how computing
and technology can impact the world, learn and appl y the foundations of computer science to address re al-
world problems, and pursue personal interests in di gital projects that showcase student creativity.
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AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A
Ful lls graduation requirement for Technology
Prerequisite: Geometry, Web Design or AP Computer Sience Principles with a recommendation from
your most recent technology teacher

This course is recommended for students who are interes ted in learning how to program computers using
the Java programming language, and for students who plan to take the AP Computer Science exam. This
course is suited for disciplined students who are i ndependent learners, critical thinkers and truly en joy
solving complex problems. This course builds upon a foundation of mathematical reasoning which is why a
strong foundation in Algebra | is a prerequisite fo r the course. Java is the programming language speci ed
by the College Board for the AP Computer Science exam. Students will need a laptop (Mac or PC), and will
need to install [GRASP (a free, down-loadable program). [JGRASP is an integrated development environmert
(IDE) for writing, compiling and running Java programs.

For a more detailed description and course outline, please see the College Board website:
h tps:/apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcoursefap-comp  uter-science-a

ENGINEERING
Ful lls graduation requirement for Technology
Prerequisites: Biology

Engineering 1 is a project based course that introduces the “E ngineer’s perspective” and design process to
students. Through this process, students will analy ze and produce various products from simple machine s
to computer controlled mechanical devices. This cou rse will reintroduce concepts from Physical Science
that are directly applicable to engineering. The co urse will focus on mechanical engineering, electric al
engineering, and then the integration of the two di sciplines. Students can expect to spend a considera ble
amount of time working with their peers on collabo rative projects while also being assessed individua Ily

for skills and knowledge. By studying how engineers distinguish themselves with meticulous planning,
measurement, critical analysis, and reiteration; st udents will understand how problems can be solved w ith a
similar process of thought and execution. There wil | be a capstone project where students can design, pitch,
and implement the engineering principles acquired t o generate a unique solution to a real world proble m.

CO CURRICULAR PROGRAM: ROBOTICS TEAM
Ful lls graduation requirement for Co-curricular Pr ogram
The robotics team competes in FIRST Tech Challenge. In order to qualify for co-curricular credit
students must achieve in the following:

e Atend 80% of team meetings

* The team determines the best meeting schedule each year, but it has traditionally been during Pod once
a week and for 2 hours on Sundays.

» There are 4 competition dates and the potential to qualify for playo fs as well. That schedule is rel eased
in October but normally consists of one competition each month starting in November. Competition
days usually last from 7:30 am until 3:00 pm

»  Contribute to the robotics team in a signi cant way through one of the following

» Direct design and implementation of the robot

»  Contributing to the marketing and fundraising of th e team

» Coordinate outreach within the school community and greater San Diego robotics community
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WORLD LANGUAGES

Ulpan Or’s iHebrew Interactive Curriculum is designed to help students develop strong conversational s Kkills
in Hebrew. Using a web-based pla form integrated wi th teacher-guided classroom instruction, the progra m
e fectively supports learners ranging from beginner s to highly advanced speakers. The curriculum is bu ilt on
Ulpan Or’s unique RLA (Rapid Language Acquisitionppproach, developed by founders Orly and Yoel Ganor.
The iHebrew™ curriculum is divided into levels aligned with ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages) standards, ensuring clear, objec tive benchmarks for pro ciency. This alignment also
provides consistency across schools and supports a smooth transition between middle school and high
school Hebrew programs.

HEBREW
Building the Foundation of the Hebrew Language

In Hebrew 1, students begin developing essential read ing and writing skills by learning both print le te rs and
cursive script. Starting with basic vocabulary and progressing toward the Novice-Low pro ciency level,
students establish a strong linguistic foundation t hrough:

» Acquiring vocabulary of words, including pronouns, numbers 0 —10, colors, days of the week,
in nitives,helping verbs—all connected to the core themes of the curriculum.

e Building a grammatical foundation to construct simp le, meaningful sentences.

» Learning to write and read basic sentences using pr onouns, helping verbs and in nitives.

This course equips learners with the essential tools th ey need to con dently begin their Hebrew language
journey.

HEBREW
Advancing Through the Novice-Low Level

In Hebrew 2, students strengthen their foundational s kills from Hebrew 1 and progress further into advanced
Novice-Low level concepts. Their learning includes:

» Acquiring an active vocabulary of new words, including numbe rs 11-20, nouns, and adjectives—all
connected to the core themes of the curriculum.

» Mastering foundational concepts and basic dialogues related to introductions, family, notable guresa nd
characters, adjectives, and historical topics.

» Developing grammatical pro ciency, focusing on help ing verbs and in nitives.

Students learn to write and use short sentences with variou s pronouns, helping verbs, and in nitives,
building greater con dence and uency in communicat ion.

Yearly Project: Hebrew 2 students prepare a daily activit ies log for both weekdays and weekends,
incorporating all in nitives learned throughout the year.

HEBREW
Advancing Through the Novice-Mid Level

In Hebrew 3, students continue to expand their langua ge skills as they progress through the Novice-Mid
pro ciency level. Their learning focuses on:

Acquiring an active vocabulary of new words, including numbe rs 21-99, verbs in present tense, nouns,
adjectives, and adverbs—all aligned with core curri cular themes.

Strengthening grammatical knowledge, focusing on Bi nyan Paal present tense.

Mastering foundational concepts and basic dialogues related to introductions, family, notable guresa nd
characters.

Students practice using present-tense verbs and Binyan Paa | forms, enhancing their ability to write and
verbally express longer sentences and short paragra phs. They also use appropriate present-tense time
expressions to convey ideas more clearly and uentl .

Yearly Projects:

» Students demonstrate their learning through a varie ty of projects, including creating a daily routine
presentation, vocabulary-based games, conversationa | practice using semester vocabulary, and
engaging with Hebrew songs.

HEBREW
Advancing Through Novice-Mid and toward Novice-High  Pro ciency

In Hebrew 4, students continue to strengthen their No vice-Mid skills while progressing toward Novice-Hig h
pro ciency. Their learning includes:

» Learning in nitives and present-tense conjugations across m ultiple Binyanim, including Paal, Piel, and
Hif'il.

» Developing greater oral uency, speaking more freel y in Hebrew and incorporating everyday phrases into
natural conversations.

» Engaging with Israeli culture through exploration of its people, landscapes, music, and food—enhancing
language learning through meaningful cultural conte xt.

Yearly Project:

My House — an art and language integration project in which students describe and present their home
environment using learned vocabulary and structures .

* My dream vacation - where do you want to go? Why? W ith who? What will you do?

HEBREW HONORS
Advancing Through the Novice-High Level and Into In termediate-Low Pro ciency

Hebrew 5 Honors students build on the knowledge acquired in previous levels and begin developing
Intermediate-Low pro ciency. Their learning include s:

» Mastering present-tense verbs in the Hitpael and Nifal Bin yanim.

» Developing a deeper understanding of basic preposit ions and their conjugations.

* The basics of past-tense sentences - verbs in Binya n Paal, past tense along with appropriate past-ten se
time expressions.

» Strengthening conversational uency, enabling stude nts to communicate freely and accurately in Hebrew
about a variety of everyday topics relevant to dail v life in Israel.

* Experiencing authentic Israeli culture through spok en Hebrew, cultural exploration, and exposure to a
range of people, places, and real-life situations i n Israel.

Yearly Projects:

» Students demonstrate their learning through engagin g projects such as:

» Exploring Places in Jerusalem

» My Dream House project

e Conversational practice using vocabulary learned th roughout the semester
* Learning and interpreting Hebrew songs
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HEBREW HONORS
Advancing Through Intermediate-Low Pro ciency

Hebrew 6 Honors students build on the skills acquired in previous levels and continue to progress in
Intermediate-Low pro ciency. Their learning include s:

» Mastering past-tense verbs across di ferent Binyanim.

» Learning new prepositions and their conjugations.

» Developing conversational uency, enabling students to communicate freely and accurately about a
variety of everyday topics and navigate daily life in Israel.

» Experiencing authentic Israeli culture through spok en Hebrew and exposure to diverse people, places,
and real-life situations in Israel.

Yearly Projects
Song in Hebrew:
e Vocabulary- verbs in present and past tense
* Song identi cation: author and date
* Understanding the meaning of the song
» Performing the song

Eurovision Project:

« Overview of the Eurovision Song Contest: when, wher e, and participating countries

» Israel’s history in Eurovision: evolution of partic ipation and selection of performers

e Studying an Israeli Eurovision song: identi cation (author and date), vocabulary, understanding its
meaning, and performing the song

These projects integrate language skills with cultural u nderstanding, providing students with a rich and
immersive Hebrew learning experience.

HEBREW HONORS
Advancing Through Intermediate-Low and Intermediate -Mid Pro ciency

Hebrew 7 Honors students continue to strengthen their ski lls in past-tense writing and speaking, using a
variety of prepositions and their conjugations, whi le progressing toward Intermediate-Mid level pro ci ency.
Their learning includes:

* Mastering past-tense verbs and corresponding time expression s.

e Mastering all prepositions and their conjugations.

» Learning future-tense verbs in various Binyanim and applying future-tense time expressions.

» Developing advanced conversational skills, enabling students to express themselves freely on emotional
and social topics and engage in complex dialogues.

» Experiencing Israeli culture through E-Tone® articles, Hebrew songs, virtual tours, and literature.

Yearly Projects
Song in Hebrew:
» Vocabulary practice with verbs in past and future t ense
* Song identi cation: author and date
* Understanding the meaning of the song
» Performing the song

Eurovision Project:

»  Overview of the Eurovision Song Contest: when, wher e, and participating countries

» Israel’s history in Eurovision: evolution of partic ipation and selection of performers

e Studying an Israeli Eurovision song: identi cation (author and date), vocabulary, understanding its
meaning, and performing the song

These projects integrate language skills with cultural e xploration, providing students with a comprehensive
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and engaging Hebrew learning experience.

HEBREW HONORS
Advancing Through Intermediate-Mid and Introduction  to Intermediate-High Pro ciency

Intermediate-Mid Level:
Students continue to develop their pro ciency in He brew by:
» Learning verbs in future-tense across di ferent Bin yanim.
» Expanding conversational abilities, enabling students to express themselves freely on emotional and
social topics and engage in complex discussions.
» Exploring Israeli culture through E-Tone® articles, Hebrew songs, virtual tours, and literature.

Intermediate -High Level (Introduction):
Students are introduced to more advanced language ¢ oncepts, including:
»  Working with verbs in future tense (all the Binyanim), applying them in both wri ten and spoken
expression.
e Enriching vocabulary with a wider range of adjectiv es and nuanced expressions.
» Experiencing Israeli culture through E-Tone® articles, virtual tours, and popular Israeli songs.

Yearly Projects:
Song in Hebrew:
» Vocabulary practice with verbs in past and future t ense
e Song identi cation: author and date
» Understanding the meaning of the song
»  Performing the song

Eurovision Project:

»  Overview of the Eurovision Song Contest: when, wher e, and participating countries

e Israel’s history in Eurovision: evolution of partic ipation and selection of performers

» Studying an Israeli Eurovision song: identi cation (author and date), vocabulary, understanding its
meaning, and performing the song

These projects integrate language skills with cultural e xploration, o fering students a rich, immersive Heb rew
learning experience.
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HEBREW HONORS
Advancing Through Intermediate-Mid and Intermediate -High Pro ciency

Intermediate-Mid Level:

*  Students continue to strengthen their Hebrew skill s by:

* Mastering future-tense verbs and associated time ex pressions.

» Engaging in more complex conversations and composin g more detailed writing pieces.

Intermediate-High Level Concepts:

Students progress to more advanced language use by :

» Acquiring an active vocabulary of approximately 500 new words and expressions related to current
events, literature, and culture.

« Enhancing listening comprehension to understand spo ken, everyday Hebrew at a natural pace.

e Internalizing and mastering all Binyanim in all terses, applying them accurately in both writing and
speaking.

» Enriching vocabulary with adjectives and nuanced ex pressions.

» Experiencing Israeli culture through E-Tone® articles, virtual tours, popular Israeli songs, and Israeli
series and movies.

Yearly Projects:
Hebrew Presentations:
e Students prepare and present on various topics to d emonstrate language pro ciency and cultural
understanding, including a wri ten piece of the pro ject.

Song in Hebrew:

» Vocabulary practice: verbs in all tenses, prepositi ons, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs
* Song identi cation: author and date

» Understanding the meaning of the song

»  Performing the song

Eurovision Project:

e Overview of the Eurovision Song Contest: when, wher e, and participating countries

» Israel’s history in Eurovision: evolution of partic ipation and selection of performers

» Studying an Israeli Eurovision song: summary, author and date, vocabulary, and performing the song

These projects integrate language, culture, and communic ation skills, providing students with a
comprehensive and immersive Hebrew learning experie nce.

HEBREW HONORS
Advanced Modern Hebrew Literature and Culture

In Hebrew 10 Honors, students engage in a close reading of selected works of modern Hebrew ction,
poetry, and drama, exploring their cultural and historical contexts. The course also includes the view ing
of selected modern Hebrew Ims and series, followed by guided discussions on the themes, topics, and
se tings presented. Course topics vary annually and may include literature, politics, and contemporary
aspects of Israeli culture and society.

Yearly Project:

Community Space Planning in Sha'ar HaNegev

e This project engages students in learning about the Shaar HaNegev municipality and its way of life,
while fostering collaboration with local students. Through a series of joint activities, students deep en
their understanding of the region’s history, cultur e, and challenges, while gaining insight into urban
planning processes—particularly community engagement in planning. Working together, students
design public spaces that bene t the community, cul minating in a nal exhibition where they present
their designs.

e This course integrates advanced language skills wit h cultural and civic understanding, providing
students with a rich, immersive learning experience in modern Hebrew literature and Israeli society.

The Spanish program at San Diego Jewish Academy (SJA), serving both middle and high school students,
is dedicated to fostering comprehensive language pr o ciency across the four core domains: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. All Spanish courses are carefully aligned with ACTFL (American Councilon
the Teaching of Foreign Languages) standards, guiding students in developing competence in the “5 Cs”:
Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities.

The curriculum is structured around the innovative MAP AS framework, which integrates digital textbooks,
videos, and interactive applications to support pro ject-based learning. This approach is designed to c ultivate
essential academic skills, including communication, creativity, collaboration, critical thinking, tech nological
integration, and the practical application of langu age in real-world contexts.

Moreover, SDJA's Spanish program is commi ted to creating a supportive and immersive learning
environment that actively encourages students to ex plore, understand, and appreciate Hispanic cultures .

SPANISH A LEVEL ON CEFR

At the beginner level, students are introduced to t he foundational concepts of the Spanish language,
developing pro ciency across four key domains: list ening, reading, writing, and basic speaking. This c ourse
is designed to equip students with essential skills and knowledge in the following areas:

Grammar Fundamentals: Mastery of de nite articles, personal pronouns, and basic sentence structures.
Conjugation: Introduction to the present tense and present progressive tense, including the conjugatio n of
select irregular verbs.

» Cultural Knowledge: Exposure to the diverse cultures and tr aditions of Spanish-speaking countries.

» Core Vocabulary: Development of essential vocabulary for everyday interactions, including greetings,
family, time, numbers, introductions, nationalities , friends, and school subjects, as well as phrases
necessary for basic conversation.

e Presentation Skills: Acquisition of specialized voc abulary to support participation in class projects and
formal presentations.

This course provides a strong foundation for further Sp anish language study while fostering cultural
awareness and communicative con dence.

SPANISH A LEVEL ON CEFR

At the elementary level, Spanish 2 builds upon rst -year knowledge to further develop students’ langua ge
skills. The course emphasizes expanding grammatical pro ciency, enhancing vocabulary for practical use ,
and deepening cultural understanding. It equips stu dents with essential skills and knowledge in the fo llowing
areas:

e Grammar Students acquire a comprehensive understanding of the preterite and imperfect tenses,
including stem-changing and irregular verbs. The co urse also introduces the use of demonstrative
pronouns.

* Vocabulary: The curriculum covers practical topics such as travel, emotions, health, food, cooking, an d
real-life situations, enabling students to apply th eir language skills in meaningful contexts.

« Cultural Competence: Students explore the cultures, histories, and societal aspects of various Spanish -
speaking countries, fostering global awareness and cultural sensitivity.

e Communication Skills: The course emphasizes the production of short wri ten compositions,
improvement of reading comprehension, and increased uency in spoken Spanish. Students also
develop essential presentation skills, including pl anning, organization, formal language usage, and
strategic structuring for projects and presentation s.

Spanish 2 provides students with a strong foundation for ¢ ontinued language study while promoting real-
world application and cultural understanding.
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SPANISH B LEVEL ON CEFR

This advanced course is designed to expand students ' pro ciency in the Spanish language while deepenin g
their understanding of Hispanic culture. Upon compl etion, students will develop the following skills a nd
knowledge:

e Grammar Mastery of the past, imperfect, and future tenses .

* Advanced Writing: Application of complex grammatica | structures, including relative pronouns, the
subjunctive mood, superlatives, and time expression s.

* Real-World Vocabulary: Development of specialized vocabulary related to education, professions,
environmental issues, personal identity, emotions, storytelling, and contemporary challenges.

» Cultural Immersion: Engagement with authentic texts to enhance understanding of Spanish-speaking
cultures.

* Integrated Language Skills: Participation in group discussions and activities that strengthen speaking ,
reading, listening, and writing pro ciency.

e Communication and Presentation Skills: Production of longer wri ten compositions, improvement in
reading comprehension and uency, and development o fadvanced skills in planning, organization,
delivery, and strategic communication for formal pr esentations and projects.

Spanish 3 prepares students for higher-level language stud y while promoting cultural awareness, critical
thinking, and practical application of Spanish in real-world contexts.

SPANISH B LEVEL ON CEFR

At the upper-intermediate level, Spanish 4 students consolidate their existing language skills while

signi cantly expanding their pro ciency in Spanish and their understanding of Hispanic culture. The co urse
is designed to develop uency and accuracy across a |l language domains through the following advanced
concepts:

» GrammarMastery: Comprehensive study of the subjunctive mo od in the present, imperfect, perfect, and
pluperfect tenses, applied in both wri ten and spok en communication.

» Vocabulary Expansion: Acquisition of specialized vocabulary related to science, marketing, social medi a,
traditions, in uential gures in the Hispanic world , and geography.

* Fluency and Comprehension: Development of advanced reading and writing skills, enabling students to
understand native-level texts and their structural and stylistic nuances.

» Literary Exploration: Engagement with Spanish literature to enhance comprehension, interpretation, and
critical analysis

» Research and Presentation: In-depth research on real-world topics related to Hispanic language, cultur e,
and literature, culminating in collaborative group discussions, presentations, and projects.

Spanish 4 equips students with the tools to communicate e fectively, think critically, and engage con dently
with Spanish-language texts and cultural contexts.
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AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

San Diego Jewish Academy (SDJA) o fers students the opportunity to enroll in the AP Spanish Language
and Culture course, designed to prepare them for th e o cial AP Spanish Exam. Students in this program

consistently apply college-level Spanish language s kills, demonstrating pro ciency at an intermediate- to-
advanced level.

The curriculum emphasizes the development of a fective , interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational
communication skills, while also focusing on grammactical accuracy, critical reading, and analytical wr iting.
Students enhance their language pro ciency by explo ring the central themes of the AP course through
mastery of the following key concepts:

* Reading: Understanding and interpreting authentic texts fr om a variety of sources.
e Writing: Responding to diverse texts and composing sophisticated, argumentative essays.
e Speaking: Engaging e fectively in real-life, sponta neous conversations.
» Listening: Comprehending authentic audio sources, i ncluding interviews, podcasts, and broadcasts.
»  Culture: Exploring cultural perspectives, practices , and pa terns of social interaction within
the Spanish-speaking world.

This rigorous course equips students with the skills ne eded for success on the AP exam while
fostering advanced linguistic competence and cultur al literacy.

INDEPENDENT WORLD LANGUAGE COURSE OPTION

When a scheduling con ict prevents a student from a tending a regular World Language class, they
may enroll in an Independent Study Course. This option follows the same curriculum as the standard
class, allowing students to complete coursework ind ependently while maintaining academic rigor and
accountability.

Course Structure:

»  Students have full access to course materials via C anvas and other pla forms, enabling them to follow all
assignments, assessments, and resources provided th roughout the year.

» Students are responsible for completing all assignm ents, quizzes, tests, projects, and other graded wo rk
by the posted due dates or an adjusted schedule app roved by the course teacher.

* The course teacher provides all learning materials necessary for independent study.

» Every 10 days, students must contact the course tea cher to schedule a POD meeting to review progress
and discuss completed work.

e Students coordinate with the course teacher to sche dule all assessments during Semesters 1 and 2,
ensuring alignment with the overall pace of the cla ss.

Eligibility:
To qualify for an independent World Language cours e, students must have earned an “A’ in the previous
level of the language and receive a recommendation from their prior teacher.
This option ensures that students can continue thei r language studies with the same standards of
excellence, even when a traditional class schedule is not feasible.
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AP COURSE OFFERINGS

AP BIOLOGY X X

AP CHEMISTRY X X

AP PHYSICS

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENQE

AP PSYCHOLOGY

AP MACROECONOMICS

AP MUSIC THEORY X X

AP STUDIO ART D DESIGN X X

AP US HISTORY

AP WORLD HISTORY

AP ART HISTORY X X

AP COMPARATIVE GOV AND « «
POLITICS

AP US GOVERNMENT X X

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND
COMPOSITION

AP PRE CALCULUS

AP CALCULUS AB

AP CALCULUS BC

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE
PRINCIPLES

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A

AP SPANISH LANGUAGAE AND
CULUTRE
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